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at least you won't die alone. 
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Is Need for Speed: Underground anything special? 
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get audience from Rockstar's [Midnight Club Ifl," he 


says. That doesn't seem to concem ScorchX2K. "My 


drool soaked the page, which made the ink run 


down, making [the feature] unreadable," he says. 


almost anything having to do with 
women, You'd think female сһаг- 


perc а ма acters were a big part of modern 
are п һә ny higher inl + videogames or something. 
surprised tc this type la 

advertising ın your magazine My g 


moth nd tt 4 


of the house. | also attend an 


never cared in the first place 


at ide 


end videotape hin 


аа! 


girts high school à In 9 t t you tur nt in 
friends are vide anat m vide 
However, n appealing to the Paul Christiansen 
ma f blat it di r м 
sexi th 

| hc l We'll admit, while we agree with 
losin P Ма ас this perspective, we're awfully 
with things like this. | received o bored with the whole issue of 
magazin game violence and its effect on 
what | found. Y \ men оп your us. Kudos to you, Раш, for writ- 
cla ay scant Christina Grassold ing such an engaging letter that 
clad q Ja. м monee Ға W actually makes us pay attention 
and to what you have to say. 


CONTACT OPM 

Snail Mail 
OPM 
101 Second Street, 8th Floor 
San Frandison, CA ` 
94105 


E-mail 
opm@ziffdavis.com and check us 
ош at www playstationmagazine.com 


Fax 
K you need to reach us now: 
4155428777 


16) Official US PlayStation Magazine 


We get this kind of letter every 
now and then. Basically, you 
can't please everyone. If you 
don't like our content, don't read 
our mag. Actually, it wasn't this 
tetter's words that caught our 
attention, but rather its enclo- 
sure (the “this 1s what 1 found” 
part). Christina tried to accentu- 
ate her point by sending us an 
envelope full of clippings from 
our February issue, full of every- 
thing including the shot of Jenna 
Jameson [understandable], an ad 
for Biack & Bruised, the other- 
wise innocuous pictures of the 
female characters from our 
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Cassandra on Reign: The Conqueror, julia on Cowboy Bebop, and many more. 
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into. When enemies are breathing dowr 
your neck, use melee to: 
* Slash and hack with) your sword 
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Your guide to everything PlayStation 


28 Day Planner 
What are you going to do with yourself ir 


August? Don't know? We'll telt you. 


3 4 The Clancyverse 


Liked Splinter Cell? That's good, ‘cause. 
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А marathon running game. Ooh! That 


sounds like fun 
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Dur gossip columnist dishes all the 
latest and greatest gaming dirt. 
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5 PSP wasn't Sony's first try at launching a handheld system 


NOTHING TO HIDE 


Four years ago, | started a web- 
site called GameDad.com, which 
capitalized on the fact that 
videogame ratings provided by: 
the ESRB—Ihe E, T, and M rat- 
ings we're now all familiar with— 
weren't actually very useful to » 
parents. While these singte-letter ' 


tings let parents К aral- > — s 
list th rae pH re "Perhaps the cancellation of the ET 
of games, they didn't explain why: s Project may bea blessing in di ise” 
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а game got the rating it did. 

This was significant because most parents, like most А 
human beings, place varying levels of importance on сег- 
tain activities. One parent may be more concerned about 
sexually suggestive themes than violence, white another 
parent might feel exactly opposite. For three years, | 
played videogames to provide that specific information 
for parents. It was a pretty sweet gig while it lasted. 

But it was actually a good thing that the gig came ta 
an end. The ESRB has just made it obsolete by expand- 
ing its ratings classifications to include content descrip- 
tors—30 labels that go a long way toward explaining the Nix 
details of the overall E, T, and M rating a game might 
receive, Now, ali parents have to da fs look at the box 
and they'll receive a more useful thumbnail description 
of what's going on in the game their kids want to play. 
Of course, some descriptions will be more thumbnail 
than others: А ratings box for a game in the Grand Theft 
Auto series could conceivably feature a dozen content 
descriptors, including "Sexuat Viotence," "Blood and 
Gore,” and "Use of Drugs." A parent of an 8-year-old 
who comes up saying, “Mommy! | want Vice City!” might 
just faint after reading the box. And, of course, that's 
the whole point. 
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j g^, ou know her best as one of tough chick? Or is it the relation- i 
censorious government fiddlers that the videogaming the bad girls of rap, but now ship with the main character? 
community is going out of its way to keep parents in she’s starring as the sexy Major J ^ „> 


control of what goes on in their homes. This makes it Major Jones in Ubi Soft's XI. We chat 

harder for the government to make those decisions. So. with the self-described "pit bull іп а 

t's better for the artistic and legal freedoms of the. skirt" about what it's Like. 

industry, as weil as for the range of games that are 

available for the rest of us to buy and play. А How does the script for ХИ! compare 
The revamped ESRB rating system shows that to scripts for movies you've read? 

videogames haye nothing to hide. This is good news tor n, do 

parents. But in the long run, it'll be even better news. son n If you do another game, what 

for gamers. b. would you want it to be like? 


СРР 17 


Do you think the revamped ratings will be а good 

thing? Or is Scalzi way off on this one? Bring your ron 

thoughts to the OPM Message Board at Gamers.com or 

write to John yourself at іо са 27, com, What's your favorite thing about D ve 
playing Major Jones? Is it that she's a T 
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А New Class of Monkey Catching Madness 


George 


Most key tr Ве ngu sitive 


jonkey 


Pink M 


о Be a Pop Star Mista жну 


= 


Моп 


орт 


ko Polo 


Wh 


Bean 


Mr. White Cleo 
st e P Ev Scent st en Wak к 


300 monkeys. Theyre smarter. Theyre zanier. 
And theyre trying to take over the world, 


25 T 
playstation. e Ubi Soft en 
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Comic Mischief 
Mild Violence 


AUGUST 2K3 


‘SUNDAY. 


2 Fast? Furious star 
Devon Aoki turns 21 
today. 


OPM Art Director 
Bob Conton also 
celebrates his birth- 
day, but he's much 
older than that 


"Иісі ГОРМ friend 
Boh Burnquist in 
X-Games ІХ airing 
on ESPN now 
through August 21. 


Hide the children, 
Mildred! 

Paul "Pee Wee” 
Reubens turns 51! 
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Summer, summer, 
Summertime. Time % sit 
back and unwind. 


№ Maddon МА 2004 V th USB Нәайзес 
E Online Adaptor Ш Someone who'll ga to class for you 


Apparently, August is 
National Catfish 
Month, Admit You're 
Happy Month, and 
Romance Awareness 
Month. Treat your 
special lady to a fish 
fry and tell her how 
happy you are fo be 
snuggling with her. 


Тао mes come 
ui. col row, but 
we didn't want to 
obscure Ihe amazing 
artwork in that 


"wonder why they'll 


REW RELEASES Mmebody, some- 

Smashdown: Mille has deemed 
Rides Gone Wild today Wiggle Yeur 

Freaky Flyers Toes Day 

Reet Fishing Ш 

RPG Maker 2 

Silent Hilt 3 

Chaos Legion 


Not released today: "3 a 
Snoop Dogg's 
PS2izzle Gone Wild. > 4 


Madden NFL Football 
and мб батедау 
2006 аге due out 
today. For some rea- 
son, Sega's ESPN NFL f 
Footbal! isn't due out 
until September. They 


«X 


be thebrides- 


square. 

Alter Echo 

Gladius 

Star Trek: 

Shattered Universe 

YOUR HOROSCOPE BIG OVD DAY! Lord of 

Mouras you е Ringe Тһе Two 

know it is about to Towers and The e 

change. Tomorrow, Simpsons: Third 

you will have trouble | Season both come out 

concentrating on today. We'll buy The 

work and family life. | Simpsons and wait for. 
ТТІ; - 

Soul Calibur И hits 

the PS2 m 
OPM Tina Huynh is a 
birthday girl today. 


THURSDAY. 
Don t get us wrong, 
we think Punk'd is 
great TV, but once 
upon à time, MTV 
actually played music 
videos. In fact, the 
first one, Video Killed 
the Radio Star, aired 
on Augusi J. 1981 


Minis date in 1942, 
WS. Marines landed 
at Guadalcanal In the 
Solomon Islands, 
making the lirst 
assault by U.S. troops 
on Japanese posi- 
tions in the Pacific 
Ocean. For more 
WWII timeline info, 
check out this 
month's feature. 


Жу Final 
Creameicie Day. |! 
you re lactose intol- 
erant, try mixing 8 
ог. of orange sada 
with 8 02. of cream 
soda. It's а delight- 
fully refreshing sum- 
mer treat. 


American Wedding 
ut now. We lost 
interest when 
Shannon Elizabeth 
declined to do a 
nude scene in 
American Pie 2. She 
doesn't even show 
up in part three. 


vou smell the 
Mc eration? Kevin 
Costner made yet 
another Western. 
It's out today. Too 
bad everyone will be 
seeing S.W.A.T with 


Colin Farrell 


By thi. ume of the 
summi the studios 
start releasing all 
their crap movies. 4 
Freddy уз. Jason is. 
a good example. 


Тһе Biggest mouth 
anu tnealargest 
foglie in rock and 
all unte in 
Camden, New 
Jersey. Aerosmith 
оќи KISS tour 
together all this 
month 


бірін the front door 
check for mag- 
gots and rotten pro- 
duce. Yesterday was 
Sneak Some Zucchini 
Onto Your Neighbor's 
Porch Day 
= 

ы 


EENE champion 
Kobe Bryant turns 
75 HES nad quite 
an interesting 
summer so far. 


Life fi dite dibly 
39190 Cameron 
"Diaz hits the peak 
age of 31 


A PLA YMAKER 


5 DEFENSES FOR RRAK 
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NEW PLAYMAKER CONTROL ENHANCED ONLINE PLAY* NEW OWNER MODE 

What makes a playmaker? Absolute, fisid-wide.cenimi Compete in EA-sponsored Online Tournaments ans cht ië- Here's your key to the бегі Buk. Hine а statt, Set cit and 
‘Now you сап direct off-the-hall teammates арі hm à айе EA SPORTS™ Ta. Pls, now “Fair Pier seg cession prices, build а Stadium, add шү bares; ani acf 
Tinstad play into six paints create an awen planing field fic meroa | ‘Mise you want te genen team wn, and Son Jovi 
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MADDEN2004.COM 
AOL KEYWORD: Madden NFL 2004 


ARE YOUA PLAYMAKER? 


г 4 
Е 
ғ 


- 
ж 


Call plays from the mast realistic playbooks ever, direct 
‘from actual NFL head and assistant coaches, Personne! 
can now be changed at play call to create the most 


TRUE NFL STRATEGY 
favorable match-ups. 


М... 


TEAMWORK 
| KS absolutely required 
1 | Unlike Splinter cel neither Rainbow. 
Six 3nor the next Ghost Reconisasco WIE 
falt Work with your teammates to accom- 
| ish your = 


and A controls ari Eng specials 
fife-tuned мее console ші 


Coll. if you've played it [especially 
эп Xbox, we'll admit], you know how 


Also coming. — x 
time —€—Ó ‘thie Clancy games equal the popularity 
cu movies? Quite possibly! 


Explore, dogfight and race with some of the most freaky characters you have ever 
played with, in the first-and-only, fully-open, 2-7 ж-е 3-0, racing videogame. 
€ 13 alluring characters and dozens more hidden a 
Ф 12 massive and enticing tracks 
€ Enthralling race and dog fight modes 
® Unique and mesmerizing mini games 
® Amazing head-to-head multiplayer action 


Coming July 2003 
Log onto www.freakyflyers.com 


WASHINGTON 
KEMCO 


425.8698000 
WWW. KONI COŞ VOR. tom 


RASTER PRODUCTIONS: 
4256379959 


WWW ANTE prot) c wem com. 


SERRA 
4256499800 


380 
wwe утта onm. — 650 185 3000 
WWW уу mess com. f | www Шо com 
SUCKER PUNCH. " 4 ! 4 т Y AGETEC 
4256492192 \ 3 408.736.0800. 
wwwsuckerpunch.con — сой 
SURREAL SOFTWARE | BAM! 
206.5870505 408.298.7500 
WWW.Sutreal.com www bandin iom 
UNIVERSAL INTERACTIVE CAPCOM 
www.universalinteractive.com, 408.774.0500 


млмимиватез. com wWww.capcom com 


VALVE SOFTWARE: 
4258899642 
wwwvalvesoftware.com 


ZOMBIE STUDIOS 
206.623.9655 
www.zombie.com 


CINEMAWARE 
650,342 9343 


NA www.cinemaware com 
^ 


005 
< 1552129 


Ж 
d. 

у N; 4 wwwm.eidos.com 
ELECTRONIC ARTS: 
6506291500 
W e. co 


coc 
801.5330756 
www.us.playstation.com 


RAINBOW STUDIOS 
602.2301300 
www.rainbowstudios.com 


ACTIVISION ENCORE 
310.255.2000 800.953. SNOW 310.765.1800 Hweme@px.com 
www.activision; www blizzard. com WEN men h CORE 


ANGEL STUDIOS. CODEMASTERS INTERPLAY PANDEMIC 
7609290700 3596834468 949553665 310450.5199 
www.angelstiidica г avevi codemagiec = + er REY. wandern ine 


ATLUS USA. THE COLLECTIVE NAUGHTY DOG SAMMY STUDIOS 
hr@atlus,com 949.255.1900 310.752.1000 160.448.3000 
ats СОП AAA, Cole eaae eo Nagy т vurn sammy sdo oss 


BLACK LABEL GAMES CRAVE NEVERSOFT SHINY ENTERTAINMENT 
www.blacklabelgames.co! 3105875400 8186104100 949916.4262 
wWWW.vugames.com е л = ммен TESOL cor . SPY CBF 


BLACK OPS ENTERTAINMENT ELECTRONIC ARTS ODDWORLD INHABITANTS SONY ONLINE 
310.828.0682 650.628.1500 905.503.3000 
www.blackope.oor уғата chen ade me $58.5773100 


waww sonyonline.com 
INSOMNIAC GAMES 
wwwinsomniacgames.com 


www.gamejobs.com 


А good place to start If ушите looking for а 


- 


EMPIRE INTERACTIVE 
4154104854 
WWW елфиентуеган Fh COR 


FACTOR 5 
445.492.5900. 
wwwfactorS.com 


КОЕ! CORPORATION 
650.692.9080 
Dei games. c 


KONAMI AMERICA: 
650.654.5600 
www.konami.com/usa 


LUCASARTS: 
415472 3400 
wow lucasatts. com 


MANS. 
www Manis быт 


METRO 3D 
408.286.2900 
www.metro3d.com 


NAMCO НОМЕТЕК 
408.922.0712 
Www. namco.com 


тж 
818.7077063 
www.tdk-mediactive сот 


TECMO: 
310.944.5005 
WwWw.tecrmoinc.corr 


THO 
818.871.5000 
eq com 


TUS 
518.7033697 
www titus-interective,cor 


TREYARCH 
310.581.4700 
wwwtreyarch com 


VIVENDI UNIVERSAL GAMES 
wwwugames.com 


job in gaming. 


САМАРЫ 


DREAMCATCHER / 

THE ADVENTURE COMPANY 
416.638.5000 

www dreamcatchergames com 


NEXT LEVEL. 
604484611 
‘www. nigames.corr 


RADICAL ENTERTAINMENT 
6046880606 
www.tadicalga 


В Up! SOFT 
514.490.2000. 
www.ubisoft.ca 

A 

NATSUME 

650.692.1941 ш 


WWW nati 


NIHILISTIC E , 
415.883.8690 4 
www.hihilistic,co 


50МУ CEA 
650.655.8000 


www.stea.&öm 


STORMFRONT STUDIOS 
415.479.2800 
wwwstormfrontstudios.com | 


TOTALLY GAMES: 
415.491.0390 
uw totally games.com 


NISUAL CONCEPTS 
4154793634 
www.segasports corr 


LARS 


wN. us com | 


ACCLAIM STUDIOS AUSTIN 
512.3471777 ) 
cim. co 


| 


GEARBOX SOFTWARE 
www.gearboxsoftware.com 


ID SOFTWARE 
972.686.9288 
www.idsoftware.com 


INEVITABLE ENTERTAINMENT | 
512.682.0600 
www. inevitable com 


ION STORM 
512.2360401 
wwwionstorm.cói 


PARADIGM ENTERTAINMENT 
972.8571383 
www e · com. www.ataricom 


wWW.gamasutra.com 
Check this out for development resources, 
articles, and tips on openings. 


MAJESCO 
132 205 80n 
үүтү тд OL U 


UNOS 
HIGH VOLTAGE 
8474909567 

wwwhigh-vokage con 


JELLYVISION 
312.266.0606 
www;jellyvision.con 


MIDWAY 
773961,2222 
www micway.com 


мемар ту COM 
V H 
„Dur соп 


VIACOM-ONSTROUS! in addition to Star Trek Viacom owns 


quite a few big-time properties: MTV, Comedy Central, CBS, ҮНІ, 
TNN. Blockbuster and Paramount Studios are just а. few 


Mone un the Dark with Slater RE KKE D 
Artisan Entertainment has begun y 


Activision sues Viacom 


“Dori I— with the captain, Pistali bays” 


Activision claims that Viacom has not There was a couple guys that I don't think you understand how hard 
suPPiciently explioted the Star Trek license had cool ideas Por shows, like it i5 to drive а brand into the ground, апа 
In actual Pact, Star Trek continues to be а Section 31 or those Time Guys erode the popular support that has 
very powerful brand worldwide - despite our MM I said, “clean out your P* * ing ME Plourished Por over thirty years. I get 
best ePPort to the contrary desk, Bob! You don't work ор eariy. And I don't go бо bed until 
¥ ۰ Туе made some very poor decisions. 
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REFLECTIONS OF TRADITION, Exclusively on the Playstation 2 computer 
entertainment system, Tekken legend Heihachi jumps into the Soulcalibur T arena. 
Тһе battle will be hard fought with old Soulcalibur favorites and new masters ready 
to battle anyone with the guts. And the fighting continues with over 10 modes of 
play, including the new Weapon Master Mode, giving you the chance to unlock 
hundreds of weapons. costumes, arenas and hidden characters. 


7 SPONGEFACTS 


The seventh sexiest man in the world, apparently 


ou may be wondering why you're 
(У looking at a big yellow page fea- 
turing a giant picture of 
SpongeBob SquarePants. Surely it's a 
kids’ show [and a kids’ дате], isn't it? 
Why would any self-respecting 
PlayStation gamer want to know anything 
about a stupid show on Nickelodeon? 
Why? Because it's not stupid and it's not 
just for kids...and because, after we did 
some research, we learned that 
SpongeBob is actually one of the most 
surprising pop-culture phenomena ever. 
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SpongeBob SquarePants: SuperSponge for 
Р51 was a huge hit, and Revenge of the 
Flying Dutchman for PS2 also sold hun- 
dreds of thousands of units. SpongeBob's 
next PS2 game, Battle for Bikini Bottom, is 
aimed at more than just kids—it's a cool 
platform game designed to appeal 

to real fans...of which there are many. 
Check out these SpongeFacts. 


1. More than 3 million copies of Sponge- 
Bob games have been sold since 2001, 
generating more than $80 million 


2. SpongeBob merchandise is expected to 
reach $500 million in retail sales this 
year. Items range from sleepwear for 
kids to thong underwear for adults 

3. Mattel's Babbling SpongeBob doll sells 
75,000 units every week. This makes it 
more popular than the Tickle Me Elmo 
doll at its popularity peak 

4. SpongeBob was ranked by Us Weekly 
magazine as the seventh sexiest man 
in the world 

5. Dr. Ure, Sigourney Weaver, Lance Bass, 
Will Ferrell, Jack Black, Jon Stewart, 


Jennifer Love Hewitt, Bruce Willis, 
Jackie Chan, and Dennis Miller are all 
self-confessed SpongeBob fans. 

6. Music.com's SpongeBob promotion in 
2000, aimed at its college audience, 
was its most successful sweepstakes 
ever, proving more popular than a sim- 
itar promotion for South Park. 

7. SpongeBob adult loungewear and boxer 
shorts are the No. 1-selling property in 
the character/novelty loungewear cat- 
egory in the United States. Ladies love 
the Sponge. 


BULLET 
TIME 


Acclaim nabs comic thriller | 


Screwing w 

bullets—and tota 

son? No, tt те k N ch fo 

Vice City, е рге f 

Acclaı mic b 
100 Bu t 


morality рі the my Age 
hands out 
observes tt 
oped into an intrica 
that'd make Ме 


trying to fig г nking ауу top 


Ics as the Ке 
gers, prison, ai 
nize Ame. 

Асс! 
licens Re аг v indie bo 
new type of Ru 
magic and tech 


m also picked up Re 


зап Revolutian—one w 


action-packe 
got your evil des 
and your 
Mother 
Acclaı 
handlıng 


tures tons of slick-looking vehicles and < 
spells, it t 


vith ph. 


adventure game, like а Metal Gear S 


May Cry kinda deal 


SNK BACK FROM THE DEAD о 


About two years ago, we reported that SNK, games to be released іп the coming months 
a favored company of hardcore gamers, had Walk down to your local arcade (well, if 
Closed its doors due to bankruptcy. That's you even have a local arcade these days] 
not the case anymore...well, sort of. and you might see the just-released 
Now that a Korean company called SNK vs. Capcom: Chaos. Unlike the pre- 
Playmore has purchased the SNK name and vious games, which were developed by 
all its assets, SNK isn't exactly what it used Capcom and pit all-star casts of fight- 
to be. However, the name is back in use [the ers from each company against one 
American branch is known as SNK Мео-бео another, Chaos is SNK's baby. [The 
USA], and the company has announced a few companies original deal was 


PLI 


to take turns releasing games using 
each others’ characters.] A PS2 version 
should hit sometime next year. 
Pending Sony approval, we should 
see the shoot-em-up Metal Slug 3 this 
v November, plus a two-pack featuring 
The King of Fighters 2000 and 2001 a 
month beforehand. As if that weren't 
enough for King fans, the first 3D version of 
the series is on schedule for release come 
January, followed by King 2002 in April. 
And based on the success of PS1 compi 
lations like Namco Museum, can we blame 
SNK for wanting to release a similar title 
full of '80s classics? Who wouldn't want to 
relive the likes of Baseball Stars, Ikarı 
Warriors, Fatal Fury, and Samurai 
Shodown? We might get something 
like that at some point. 
It's nice to see such an important 
company in gaming history back on 
its feet again. Huzzah! 


УЕ: 


STREAM 


Holy SmackDown! 
| 
“A 


$ 
p] 

ТНО has finally revealed its 

new SmackDown! game for 

the PS2. Look forward to 

improved grap! sto 

lines, and, most important, 
bra-a 

when it hi 


From fhe team bringing you 
Resident Evil Ont omes 
Capcom's Monstei 

Four people team up оп 

hunt down massive monsters. 
Expect it sornetime next yea 


Dragon Bore-ier 


Proving that Japanese gamers 

Will buy anything with Ога 

Quest (Dragon Wa "I" 

on it, Square Enix will release 
toy/game that allow: 

people to play a Dragon Qu 

game with this sword perip 

eral. М'5 never coming here 


Plant One on Me 


м 
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CLIFFHANGER when last we left Gamers Agent Sydn 
Bristow, she fought her evil roommate to the death, collapsed: 
exhaustion, and awoke two years later, in Hong Kor 


^" 
| 
) 


Mole er, Snake and Sam! 
Sydaeys coming in Novem 


ah ene 


Кене Superspy 3yuney Bristow in hit 
eric Alias will be pleased. to Косм 
game based оте shew, dew VIS тети ет Ага % 
еі о ахоап un ажа dina established so 
Acclaim hec 5 ed tho taler! al! the she 
mary cast members ta provide voice work. ani Pe H 
ticipation of the show's writers and producers ТЕЗ % 
that the experience ак ente ровісіб Я 


While we were tola the Wire story for seh tw. 
back when they d i Red ә few episodes, hys 
ji 


s Sheahan, bind manager for Alias at АЙ т 
the events of the (екі Season йге so secret ГЕН nov = 
that even we don't know shat happens next. ЭУ 
there are no hints at d tree Inthe gam wew 
when tha story for Фор эне уга by lar 
Acclaim game designe amd Braeo Fraser, ДИИ 
riptwriter), elem eft айк cow ы WO m Imi 
were included in episodes- qf season trot theod 
But by the time the аг coro ом e ee s wi 
have aired, so fans will already De мек of tM items 


Also, the game doe gxplaln wit ANNE spine [who 
went head-to-head With Sydney tile t segin] wen: 


— — 1 he aiii 
- oo, o 0 ғай AJ 
БЕН нн — Шы AL 
prised. imme е impressions aretha has awful S 
о! in common with Splinter Ot te De is quil similar А 
СЕ — © Бон Ж еп: hi 


Where Alias will differ is in the combat system, which i 
much more biased toward Sydney s ass-kicking Kung fu 
style. Also, expect the trademark disguises (Wading 
that natty little silver number she sported in Season two 
кекке e e holding oute for 
- -- lo pit د‎ big MI inc 


ENTER TO WIN! 
YOUR CHANCE TO 
GET ALIASED UP! 


Just еттт fero Ness endi 
Test your Alias knowledge for a chance to 


win cool prizes like the pason of 
Alias on DVD, the ga (and here's the 


nd рих u for two in ha 


өя al їзє show тие on зіне 


ка... 
ee, 
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NFL GOES STRE 


Football gets the Big treatment 


ULTIMATE GAMING GIRL 


It takes a lot to get some respect as a girl in gaming. And it takes even more to be the ultimate дігі. With this in mind, we took a look.at 
some of the PS2's finest ladies. Looks like Lara raided the top spot, Dort agree? E-mail u [Us v us why at оос avi con 


Characteristic 


DATA 
STREAM 


Some More Payne 


~ 


s a; 
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Rockstar has revealed the 
sequel to Max Payne. Tilled 
Max Payne 2; The Fall of Max 
Payne, the game will boast a 
new visual style and is being 
dubbed a "film noir love 
story." Look for it to hit PS2 
sometime next year. 


Harry's Roots 


Л 


EA will release a new Harry 
Potter game for PS2 this fall, 
this one based on the original 
book, Harry Potter and the 
Sorcerer's Stone. The good 
news is, it's an all new game 
and plays similarly to last 
year's The Chamber of Secrets. 


Change of Heart 


Aruze has revealed Shadow 
Hearts 2 for Р52. Now accom- 
plished entirely with 3D 
graphics, the game takes 
place six months after the 
original and stars a new pair 
of heroes, Nichol and Karen. 


Bombs Away! 


| 


Hudson 15 currently beta test- 
ing Bomberman Online for Р52 
in Japan. It allows eight play- 
ers to go at it over the Net. if 
there's one online game that 
needs to come here, this is it! 
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HANGING WITH НЕЕ 
Bob recently spent a day filming a commercial Tor Names IX 
using Hugh Hefner's Playboy Mansion pool as a skate park. 


JRMES BOND 007 


NIGHTFIRE 


The following codes 

must be entered at the 
Passcode scraen: 

Uniock all multiplayer 
scenarios: САМЕВООМ 
Demolition mode: TNT 
GoldenEye Strike mode: 
ORBIT 

Protect mode: GUARDIAN 
Uplink mode: TRANSMIT 


Assassination mode: SCOPE 


Jaws: DENTAL 

Qddjob: BOWLER 
Xenia: JANUS. 
Goldfinger: MIDAS 
Tuxedo Bond: BLACKTIE 
Unlock all: PARTY 


Alpine Escape: POWDER 
Double Cross: BONSAI 
Night Shift: HIGHRISE 
Chain Reaction: 
MELTDOWN 

Phoenix Fire: FLAME 
Deep Descent: AQUA 
Island Infiltration: 
PARADISE 

Countdown: BLASTOFF 
Equinox: VACUUM 


Get all upgrades: О LAB 
Laser upgrade: PHOTON 
Upgrade missiles: 
LAUNCH 

Extra sniper ammo: 
MAGAZINE 


Explosive scenery: BOOM 


DARE TO LOG ONTO 


ALIENS V5. PREDATOR: 
EXTINCTION 


Most titles these days feature one race, one group of 
weapons, and one planet. Aliens vs. Predator: Extinction, 
however, lets you control an Alien Hive, order a Predator 
Clan, or lead a crack squad of Colonial Marines. The goal? 
Nothing short of interplanetary survival. Each race has 
seven levels swarming with enemies that must be 
eradicated to be considered defeated. Each has its own 
characteristics and different styles of play. Want to go in 
guns blazing? Want to sneak up with Optical Camouflage 
and slice throats from behind? Or do you want to just 
overwhelm your foes by sheer numbers? Aliens vs. 
Predator: Extinction features 10 different unit types per 
race, including the never-before-seen Predator Hydra and 
Alien Ravager. What can they do? We could tell you, but 
then we'd have to kill you. Тһеге are 21 unique maps, 
ranging from what you'd expect of the movies: humid 
jungles, barren deserts, and high-tech laboratories where 
experiments went horribly wrong. With 
weaponry ranging from pulse rifles to 
exosuits, airstrikes and tooth 
and claw, Aliens vs. 
Predator has enough 
action to satisfy 
anyone's hunger. 


NFL BLITZ PRG 


Like playing the all new and improved Blitz, but still long 
for the days of old? Worry no more— with only 10,000 
credits, you can turn to the Blitz Shop and buy Blitz 
Classic and have the best of both worlds. 
Tired of doing an octopus impersonation when you 
have to pile in a bunch of codes at the loading screen? 
Buy the Butterfingaz Secret Game Mode in the Blitz 
Shop for 50,000 credits to play the mode that only the 
Blitz coders knew about! 
If you like the matchup of David Vs Goliath, you can 
play with three-inch dwarves versus 30-foot giants in 
a battle of speed versus brawn for 100,000 credits! 


Pey'j, а piglike beast who is act 
very trustworthy and helpful. 


characters. When he's 
front of your eyes, you 


something about that.” 
у А 
Jaddhs far I 


videogame heroine. 


create a character, a $ 


real person," Ancel admits. "I've got 
nothing against sexy action мој 
but with Jade, the question wag 
about her role, her situation in" 
world, and the meaning of her, 


Maple OF Hyllis to join у compatible with each 


OCTOBER 2003. 
IT’S COMING. 
= — 


kidnapped in 
actually feei 


2 
мапі to 


d [fight 
in the Akuda Bar, 

Ancel laughs. "Pey'j ap 

like Beauty ж 

contempon 

дио to inc! 

th 

their 

perfectly, 

dn his s 

potite а — 

spaces, д 

two als 

sequei 

instru 


9 around and 
ог is it all sneak- 
like Snake or Sam 
its are incorporat- 
Vo features puzzles, 


— MINAL FANTASY: 


inspiracy 


organizations i cedes. “Тһе controls 1 м L | м Т р 
і 3 bi, the gameplay had to | А 
f 0 ly, and the balancing 


en these two was difficult to _ 
gé. 'ealized that 


hieve this w to mak 
play lele iT сот : „> 
| kr, 


www.advfilms.com 


thed айа testing them again.” 


ad Fe 


Senos Enix e- бесінге РЕД) Production Comites 


| SPI N Um gms http://beyo: odevil.com 
d ———— Check this out to see what all the fuss is about 


№ e's been described by some as the 

H |Miyamoto of France, bul are you familiar 
‘with Michel Ancel? His most famous 

'eation, Rayman, is much more successful than 
you'd expect, having sold millions of copies wortd- 
wide. His latest epic, Beyond Good & Evil, is an 
ambitious project that caught everyone's attention 
when it was unveiled at E3 a year ago. The project 
has since turned into one of the most impressive 
Р52 gamesgyrrently in development. Ancel took 
some time f his crazy schedule to clue us in 


early, the game must create 
eer, it's incredibly rewarding 
inexpected and interesting 

that yield complex 


gameplay ane à е developers (Жн № 
the perfect exat |. We learned a lat while 
working on BG& always related to this 
simple principle. | 


Any advice fer а! 
We are the seco, 


ent than ust fighting or sharing 
nowerfullliiols or items. I'm sure we're using only 
10 percent of theiiotential for games. If we can tap 


into 100погфрегсеп!, we can double the numbegit 


who are attracted to the experience. We're 
much as gamers and not enough as 


you weren't in game design, what would you be 
doing? Making movies? 

With Rayman, we had contact with Hollywood peo 
ple about making movies, TV series. al these 
things. But to me, the things we can do wilh 
videogames аге incredible; | prefer working lin this 
indusiryl- think | iam done something 


g too much as gamers and 
entertainers.” 


different from virtual things or entertpinment. 
think 9 have been a teacher. The contact with 
peaple and children is very important for me. 


Is there a central theme that unites your games? 
We always try to add surprise to games; we sur- 
prise people by mixing things they know witti some 
very strange things. In all our games, we try tc 
make strange creatures and other things appear 
$0 that the player doesn't know exactly what will 
happen next. When you already know what's 
going to happen in the story or what kind of 
creature you will meet пехі, you won't enjoy 
that feeling of surprise 


Speaking of surprise, did the success ef 
your Rayman games surprise yeu at ай? 
It was very surprising. Behind the Rayman 
character, Е i immersive, surreal 


world backed up by com; gameplay and 
content. The first Ray! us that a success- 
ful game depends not sitioning, but 
also on the depth of the g hich play- 
ers will appreciate in the 


But your games took 

you say that your vision 

French feel to it? 

То be honest, | wouldn't say French culture. 


Sometimes we are а bit ипс\@ on what French 
culture actually is. When | wal 
ing at Indiana Jones and | was 
movies and comi 


unger, | was look- 
king at Japanese 


think for me, it's a mix. | think 4% а connection 
between these two worlds. You езгі 
is sometimes very bizarre, and 
are doing such impressive thi Я 
dead—it's still there. It's incredi| 

game worlds, we have chases where is — 
exploding. And at the same time, we have very inti 
mate sequences and very bizarre Sequence: 

think we are doing a very natural mix. бау 
we are doing very typical French things hat's 
not being very honest. 


Face your gravest fears in an all-new, nightmarish first-aersan action-shooter 
adventare for your PlayStation 2 computer entertainment system. Encounter а 
new level о! horror as you battle flesh devouring zombies and murderous mutants 

dada cama of a sea-jacked cruise ship los! in the Atlantic 


TE 


vere bieng of act puz upports GUNCON 2 
olving апа DEAD-ON graphic progress through the game and DUALSHOCK”? controle 


PlayStation. 


tapcom.com 
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LET'S DOA MARATHON 


The Olympics have a habit of making heroes oul of aturs 
trom dull and minor sporta, Неге in the United States, 
we celebrate people like gymnist Kerri Strug. In the U. K. 
they worship Sir Steve Redgrave...a rower. 

Japan's Olympic hero is Naoko Takahashi, and her 
reward for winning gold in the marathon at Sydney three 
years ago laside from fame, endorsements, and a gold 
medal) is her very own game from Taito. Of course, 
marathons aren't the easiest sport to translate into 
games, being far too long for a Track & Field button- 
mash and tacking any sort of navigational element to 
spice up running over 26.2 miles. 

50 Taito has gone with a different, more creative 
approach: Let's Do A Marathon isn't about running 
marathons, but rather runnina а sports club that trains 
marathon runners. You control every aspect of the 
process, from finding a suitable base to building your 
club's facilities [a small дігі track 16 mot likely to impress 
Ms. Takahashi), and then collect a solid stable of runners. 

In a classic case of “if you build it, they will come," 
your facilities are key to attracting top runners and huge 
endorsement deals. You can also improve your existing 


mt 


HEIDI KLUM 


Do this supermodel a favor 

Heidi plays the malevolent Katya 

Nadanova in Everything or Nothing. К 
" it sels enough copies, maybe — just 

staff with hard training sessions and let them loose on maybe—she can afford a bite w ent 

actual marathons throughout Japan. 


Now, here's where it gets exciting: While you watch 


your runners go through their paces on the track in glo- 

rious 3D, you grind your analog sticks to encourage them 
and cheer them on! And, of course, any prize money they 
earn goes straight to your pocket for the good of the col- 


lective (it's ә communist thing), so you can train them 


aven harder and build an even more swank club. After EEE or Nothing feels even more like a Bond film 


all, your final goal is ta become filthy rich 


FURTHER BUSINESS MANAGEMENT 


Derby Stallion (various): Another Japan-only title, this 
puts you in the fascinating dual rule of rich fatcat race- 
horse owner and manure-encrusted racehorse trainer. 


Aerobiz |5МЕ5): Surprisingly com- 
pelling airline management sim and 
totally undeserving of the mocking a 
place in this list may ‘entail. Hey, Koei! 
Sequel. Now. 


Let's Make A Pro J-League Soccer Club! 
(Р52): Yes, let's! 


С) Official US. PlayStation Magazine 


, 


U 


GOSSIP 


GOSSIP 


All the muck that's fit to rake 


OVERHEARD 7 оок forward to retuming as James Bond in Everything 
е Mothino Pinar fes к» © Se CRON m WE me (зеж Чу e 
tation of the character M a new generation of Bond fans." —Piesce Brosnan 


Alt kinds af good stuff this month, fave read news of something hap- indications that Eidos will set up а 
Including some news that gen- оепїпр with Tomb Raider, but as we team for the second episode af the 
міпеіу hope actually happens. Like go to press, lm hearing all kinds of 

this first story about the future of rumors about what's going to hap- new game will conseqenily use а 

Lara Croft. Wouldn't it be амевете | pen to the franchise. Since Core variatión of үйе engine used in 

if this happened? ` messed it up with such gay abandon Defiance (which is gorgeous, з, and 


land prompted every critic In the 


rocks), but with all of the art assets. 


Vaznar 
by Full бай. Gradi 


Bran German 


LARA GOING то world to hammer the crap out of it. reload at Core! юг the whole : 
"псп has been seid about Core s series. Where would th | | 
By the time you're reading this (i'm | abilities. Perhaps it's Just wishful Core, though? "Right n now.. who 
writing It in early July) you may thinking, but there are some strong. | cares? What was the last c game they 
worked on that you actually liked? 
For me it was Tomb Raider 2, and 
that was a long, long time ago. L Ж 


GOES Real World Education 


THE FOUR ARE COMING TO 252 Folks that got a kick out of last 
Th erhe sents big cover с School of 
е latest superheroes to get their own 4 MU be Pes 
game are the Fantastic Four, courtesy of Speed Underground, = Сате бесі n and 
Activision and 7 Studios. Look out for to learn Hát тау js turned into. 9 
multiplayer co-op gameplay. Nice ап arcade machine, xpect а varia- 
tion or hybrid of Underground anc Development 


Hot Pursuit. with even wilder graph- 
ics! Sounds cool to me. 


* Computer Animation 
Digital Media 


With Xbox owners going absolutely P Film 
ga-ga (and rightly so] over: 

BioWare's Star Wars Knights of the 
Old Republic, а number of you have * Audio 


e-mailed to ask me if it will ever 
come to Р52. As far as | know. it's 
a true Xbox land РС) exclusive 
LucasArts has been quiet about 
plans to port the game to Р52, anc 
is safe to assume that with the 
good reception the game is getting. 
Microsoft № keen to keep it exctu- 
sive. If t does come. .it won't be 
For at least a year. Yeah, | know. 


Li 


Show Production 


800.226.7625 


www.fullsail.com 


GTA4: IS IT ONLINE OR NOT? 
been all * 


Sucks, huh? 
Py ry А E! * Financial aid available 
E-MAIL ME! to those who qualify. 
. t і , 
em RE Job placement assistance. 


* Accredited college, ACCSCT. 
If you hear anything juicy or get 


your hands on some cool screens 
or pictures, send me an e-mail at 
the following address: 


yet, * 
talk of а seguel. Dur what то сай IC M XIN- 
2 Енбесі It To continue the stary and take ina 
lot gf themies from the comic book 


GIMME А BEAT 
The Roots’ human beatbox, Rahzel (aka Байге the Godfather of 
Моуге), previously performed with Grandmaster Flash and L.L. Соо! |. 


STATIO 


Starring Madden NFL 26 


¢ 


- 


AFI: 

Sing the Sorrow 

Iti were 

16 and 

clinically 

depressed 

and had 

somehow. 

avoided 

raiding my cool uncle's CD col- 
lection for the Bauhaus 
albums, | would say Sing the: 
Sorrow is, like, the coolest 
album ever. But I'm not, so 
Sing strikes me as distinctively: 
goth lte maybe a nice first 
dip into those shadowy places: 
filled with pate people in high- 
boots, but definitely in the 
shallow end of that murky 
pool. Part of this estimation is 
due to Davey Havak's light 
tenor, which is not really dusky: 
enough for me; at certain 
points, he sounds like an ‘80s: 
hair-metal shrieker. 

Final Score S 


) ‘Official uS. 


AM Radio: 
Radioactive 


AM Radio 
plays slightly 
better than 


* 


average (4 
power-pop т 

punk and ў 
tellingly — 


remembers that an excellent 
secret ingredient for апу 
pawer-pop punk band is that 
slightly ragged edge of...well, 
most people would say 
“angst,” but ils more accurate 
to call it "pathetic despera- 
tion." AM Radio is just a bunch 
of crunchy auitar-slingin' sad 
sacks, and it works on track 
after track, from the breakup 
deluxe of "If This is the End" to 
the sad, achy falsetto bravado 
of "Cold Blue." They come 
across as "pity date" material, 
which is not sa good to be, but 
not bad at all to listen to. 
Final Score S 


loe Budden: 
Joe Budden 
Budden gets 
scarily әшо- ff 
biographical ie 
on the aptly 
named “Теп 
Mins.” (it's 
10 minutes 
long, you зегі, going on in 
detail about his life and times. 
as a former drug user and son 
of a felon. This sort of track 
could have been like being 
trapped at a poetry slam gone 
rancidly wrong, but it's head- 
and-shoulders the best thing 
here, and some of the most 
affecting гар I've heard. The 
rest of the album is more 
playful, sometimes skating 
right up to the edge of obnox- 
lousness. It's all good, but it's 
"Ten Mins." that makes me 
want 10 keep an eye on where 
Joe goes next. 

Final Score S 


Gob: 
Foot in Mouth Disease 
Three 
racks into 
Foot, | was 
already 
thinking of 
mean ways 
to describe 
Gob's sound: “Bland 182,” was 
one, "Sub 41” another. Maybe 
these guys live a hard-edged 
life at home, but they sure 
sound like posers; “Oh Ellin,” 
is so puerile it sounds like 
what would happen if the 
members of low-rent boy 
band Dream Street decided to 
punk themselves up. This is a 
cheap swipe at Gob, but I 
guarantee you, fans of Dream 
Street have reason to be upset 
as well. Gob gets worked up 
once in a while (This Evil 
World" clicks] but too few 
times, too far between. 
Final Score S 


The Roots: 
Phrenology 


Smart, cre- 
alive, funny, 
soulful and 
hard, 
Phrenology 
is more than В 
а damn fine 
album, it's a veritable smor- 
gasbord of the entire rap 
genre (end beyond—check out 
the slammin' 24 seconds of: 
punk in ^]. Рог me, the 
Roots are at their best with a 
laid-back groove, like you get 
with the slithery "Sacrifice" or 
with the sexy funk of "The 
Seed." But there's something: 
here for everyone and more 
than enough left to go back for 
seconds. The Roots overreach 
only once, with the turgid 
album closer “Something іп 
the Way of Thinas [In Townl." 
Everything else is tasty. 

Final Score S 


advertisement 


publisher Bandai//developer Cyber Connect 2 
genre Simulated MMORPG//release date Fall 2003 


You Il fight your way through contaminated ss rs and eliminate 
g ene ttc nis debilitating 


et about 


тірі al 
hat 


Team up with 


characters from the animated TV series. 
further into "The World and part 2 also has 


In the зга chapter of th 
deteriorate 


cool mini-game 


in p ment of t 
d note ting better an 
ac х 

hooke must buy. And 
with the disti hi am be unstoppabl hans : h 
leaving hack hing developed by Mr Nawton or ма 
Sam Antic And sult no internet fees involved 


А Orca, Web News, Altimit. 
A great story and addictive gameplay. 


Abrasive False Tragedy 


OUTBREAK 


www.dothack.com 


Mature Sexual Themes 20 
Mild Language sean 


ШИШ .hack/SIGN EREA Play 


Viggo Mortensen is а poer, artist, and musician. You can witness all Fes 
skills in a release called Recent Forgeries. available through Amazon.com 


DVD REV 


a 


UPCOMING DVD 
4 RELEASES 


August 5, 2003 

Agent Cody Banks 
Bringing Down the House 
Casablanca: SE 
Futurama: Season 2 

The Haunting 

Soylent Green 

Star Trek 059: Season 4 


August 12, 2003 
Babylon 5: Season 3 
Cradle 2 the Grave 
Head of State 

The Hunted 

SNL: 25 Years of Music 
August 19, 2003 
Bowling for Columbine 
Chicago 

The Commitments 
Roger & Me 


August 26, 2003 
Amazon Women on the Moon 
ЕВ: Season 1 
The Howling 
The Lord of the Rings: 
The Two Towers 
Mr. Show: Season 3 
Animal House: DSPE 
Once Bitten 
The Simpsons: Season 3 


ANIMAL HOUSE 
DOUBLE SECRET 
PRORATION EDITION 
(John Belushi, Tim Matheson) 


^ = 
THE LORD OF THE RINGS 
THE TWO TOWERS 


The middle child in a very gifted family 


The middle films of tritogies are famously difficult things in that [Elijah Wood] and Sam (Sean Astin), who have to deal mot only with 
they're not beginnings or ends. It's the sort of thing that makes the evil of the Ring pressing on Frodo, but also with Gollum 
filmmakers twitchy, but apparently not Peter Jackson, who solves (voiced and performed by Andy Serkis but imaged in сопуіпсі 
the problem in The Two Towers by ignoring it completely and just CG}, who is a waiking dichotomy of these two moral states. 
roaring through his story. It's a smart move: TT is definitely part of You don't have to spend a lot of time thinking about all this (yeu 
a greater whole [а film cycle,that critics are already acknowledg- can just watch the great action and spectacular effects), but if you 
ing as arguably the greatest fantasy put to film], but s want it, its there, provided іп a subtle, intelligent fashion 
it's also its own thing, an unapologetic meditation ов | that (here comes the slam] makes Star Wars, the other 
good and evil and what's required by the former to leading good-versus-evil series out there, look like it's 
stand up against the latter, written by monkeys 
This theme is most obvious in the brain-boggling Like the release of Fellowship last year, this DVD comes 
Battle ol Helm's Deep, in which Aragorn |Viggo with come decent making-of extras and а preview of the v tr 
Mortensen, Gimli John Rhys-Davies), and Legolas next film (and a short film by Sean Astin), but most of the Movie Score: ky 
[Orlando Віооті stand with a рагу few humans тезі DVD goodies are being saved far the extended version, DVD Extras <спго: ж Жә 
against а manilestly evil army of darkness. But it's | which cames out in November: Bul really. Like you're going а 
also în how Merry and Pippin rouse the tree-herding | тезінен Бер | to be able ta wait that long. BOWLING FOR 
Ents from their apathy and into battle against | іе tema v | Movie Score: T COLUMBINE 
Saruman, and most especially in the travels of Frodo Um] DVD Extras Score: PSS (Michael Moore; Charlton Heston! 


(54) Official US. PiayStaton М 
— 


POP QUIZ 


Q. What do Chicago and Bringing Down the House have in common? 
А. Queen Latifah. She. Started in House and played. Mama Morton іп Chicago. 


— © 


Ridgemont High, — of the Nerds, and Top биг 


TALK TO ME, GOOSE 


—— — 


Місһае( Moore, primarily because 
them ot re 


ted in 


and pu the 


g victim 


ting t 
»adquarters to get 
the bu.lets shot into 


film may inspire 


‘ou, but 5 a guarantee 

bored The DVD com 
mentary is done by interns [realıyl 
and the extr ud 


you won t 


лег" 


umbne 


after the flm s release 
Movie Score: X & N & 
DVD Extras Score: Xy 


BRINGING DOWN THE 
MOUSE 

(Steve Martin, Queen Latifah) 
This was a surprise hit earlier th 


yea Its diffi why 
peopl J lt 
Martin and С Latifah! You'd 
reall at it to go 
g with t wo, And dont 
һе movie doesn t try The 


prot 15 as unoriginal hey come 


ntral message (that ali 


repressed white guy needs for 


happ ness 15 quality time with a 


street-smart бкаск м 


ly pat zing to everyone | ved 
But when Martin and Latifa 
going, yc 
They 

from this flick Latifa 
Adam 
comm: 


and direct 
ow up for 
агу reel, and the OVD 

comes with deleted a gag 


nkman s 


reel, and a mu 
Movie Score: & * 
DVD Extras Score: & 


CASABLANCA: SE 
(Humphrey Bogart, Ingrid 
Bergman) 

Like you need to be told what this 
film s about. What? You 
weep Bogart crusty expatriat 
bar owner determi 


save the 
fabulous s 
wel 


world 


Movie Score: Illis 
DVD Extras Score: x 


CHICAGO 


(Renee Zellweger, Richard Gere) 


It s the first musical in 34 уе 


nusicals And m ven if 


ле аг thro 


winner Cat 
do better than d 
have suspected DVE 
skimpy [deleted s 
behind-th 
probab.y hold 
special edition down the ı 


Movie Score: x * 
DVD Extras Score: x & 


CRADLE 2 THE GRAVE 
(Jet Li, DMX) 

OMX ıs a thug, Jet Lı ı5 a cop 
‘Реут 
force' 


mies but t 


I'm obl 


film is pomarny an give 


JetL ar 


sor 
of people for 90 
s around Û 
DMX? fh 
tent but 


ause, well, wh 


nclude а DMX video ( 
and a couple cf document; 
Movie Score: * s 

DVD Extras Score: && 


minute nd DMX 


ER: COMPLETE FIRST 
SEASON 


(Anthony Edwards, George 
Clooney) 


ing to see what happ 


althot 


you re partying 
the television on, you have other 


issues| The DVD offers commen 

tary on that episode as well as t 

90-n Р tient h 

of memorat est stars, mak 

ng-of features, and notes from 
ries f ANG hton 

Movie Score: mn 

DVD Extras Score: Sπ 

HEAD OF STATE 

(Chris Rock, Bernie Мас) 

A funny black man runs for г 


nt! What а рі" Chr 


does it a in tn s flick ar 
director, and co-writer, and | like it 
pres 9 

what they think, not just what 

think they should say, aed b] Chr 
Rock probably should run for pre 


ther ld Why not 


better off 


u think of any 


ur head? It's not a 


е, because away from 
litics, ıt gets а little shaky 
іе Mac is funny, but nis char 
acter's trying too hard, and the 
' ust plain mean to Robin 
Givens as Rock's ex But for the 
first tme in the driver s seat, Rock 


better than mos 


Rock gives 


t up for à commentary track; the 
DVD also и 
feature and photo gallerie 


Movie Score: ЖЖ 
DVD Extras Score: ЖЖ 


THE HUNTED 
(Tommy Lee Jones, Benicio 
Del Toro) 

A trained killer [Del Того] ha 
bonker ut in the woods 


e quy wh ained Вит 


ludes a making-of 


gone 


The plot 


attles 
about w 
and director William Friedkin, who 
has forgotten more about dramatic 


1 Bay will 


cing than, say, Mich 


Mone Score: dee 
DVD Extras Score: X 


“ FREE MAZIN 
Mazinkaiser approaches. 
But wete not how а market 
aised on Evangelion will react. 


Official US PlayStation Magazine Ө ) 


Title/Publisher 
Tomb Raider: The Angel of Darkness (E id. 


Enter the Matrix [Atari] 
Hulk [Universal Interactive] 
| NBA Street Vot. 2 EA Big] 
Midnight Club И [Ro 
Resident Evil: Dead Aim | 
Return to Castle Wolfenstein: Operation Res, 


| 


Arc the Lad: Twilight of the Spirits ‚Sony CEA 


Tom Clancy's Splinter Cell [Ubi Soft] 
Dynasty Warriors 4 (Кое!) 

Finding Nemo [THQ] 
-hack//MUTATION (Bandai 

MVP Baseball 2003 (ЕА Sport 
hack//INFECTION [Bandai 
Unlimited Saga (Sq. 
Tiger Wood PGA Tour 2003 [EA Sport 
Grand Theft Auto: Vice City [Rocks 
Chessmaster (Ubi Soft) 

DDRMAX: Dance Dance Revolution [Konami 
FIFA 2003 [EA Sports] 


re Eni 


Official US. PlayStation Magazine 


IN ASSOCIATION WITH 


GAMES 
electronics boutique 


Labor Day Trippin’ 


in our playstationmagazine.com poll, we asked: Which of the fol 
lowing videogame destinations would you go to for your Labor Day 
weekend? Looks like most of you wanna get capped in the ‘80s. 


Final Fantasy Origins 

DBZ: Uit. Battle 22 Infograme 
InuYasha B 
Final Fantasy VII 

Namco Museum Vol. 3 Nar 
Final Fantasy Tactics quare 
DDR Konamix Konam 
Beyblade 

Bratz 

Mega Man X4 


Ты 2 


VANA DIEL (FINAL FANTASY X) 


Initial D: Special Stage 
Hanjuku Heroes Sq 
J. League Pro Soccer 3 
Virtual-On Marz 

Enter the Matrix г 
Dynasty Tactics 2 | 
Atelier Viorate Gus 
Metal Slug 3 Playm 
Fire Pro Wrestling 

Nobunga's Ambition Online | 


School Daze 


starts back ups 


— 


< 


STUDENTS ARE 
ULAR OR OCCASIONAL 
VIDEOGAME PLAYERS 


۾ — 


Enter the Matrix (PS2) Atarı 
Hulk (PS2) J sal 

Midnight Club il (Р52} Rockstar 
NBA Street Vot. 2 (PS2] EABg 


Enter the Matrix [Xbox] А 
ӛрінмег Сей (Р52) Е 
Midnight Club И {Xbox} Rock 
Brute Force (Xbox) M 
Def Jam: Vendetta ІР52) Е 
Return/Cas. Wolf. (PS2] Act 


OF FEMALE STUDENTS SAY 
THEIR REASON FOR PLAYING 
IS BECAUSE THEY'RE BORED 


Tomb Raider: Angel... [PS2) E dı 
Star Wars Galaxies IPC]. ucasArt 
WarCraft Ill: FT (PC) B d 


Enter the Matrix [PS2] 

Hulk (PS2] U 
Neverwinter: Shadows [PC] Ata 
Brute Force [Xbox] Mic 


Midnight Club II [Xbox] Ro 
NBA Street VoL 2 (P52] 
D. Kong Country (GBA) N 


photos trom Corb: 


Sean paul 


| ecko.com 


Complex «nct 


+ -r iy 
— 


| CROUCHING TIGER 
"HIDDEN DRAGON; 


3 — = 


4 Entor Ihe Green Destiny 5 


Destiny, CRUSADE OF а Liretime. 


i мын 


ОЕ МОККАТН 
THIS ISSUE REALMS OF EVERQUEST 


66. hack/ /OUTBREAK EverQuest just got cool 
70 Alter Echo Don t let the d 
68 Baldurs Gate: Dark Alliance Il 
67 Broken Sward: Sleeping Dragon 
67 Buffy the Vampire Slayer 2 
60 Champions of Мона 
67 Corvette 
67 Culdcept 
73 Dragon Ball Z: Budokai 2 
62 Driver 3 
75 ESPN NHL Hockey 
66 EverQuest Frontiers 
73 Fantasy Zone 
63 The Fast and the Furious 
66 Final Fantasy X-2 
67 Freedom Fighters 
68 Gladiator: Sword of Vengeance 
70 Goblin Commander 
73 Golden Axe 
63 (ап Turismo 4 
67 The Haunted Mansion 
68 The Hobbit 
72 killswitch 
7 Lethal Skies II 
7 Lupin the Third 
72 Mafia 
69 Maximo 
76 Mega Man X7 
62 Місто Mayhem 
67 Mission: Impossible-Op. Surma 
73 Monaco GP 
67 Muppet Party Cruise 
63 NASCAR Thunder 2004 
75  NBAShootOut 2004 
75 NCAA GameBreaker 2004. 
7A NFL Blitz Pro 
74 МА GameDay 2004 
Jå NHL 2004 
3 Phantasy Star: Generation One 
% R-lype Final 
64 Ratchet & Clank: Going Commando: 
67 Roadkill 
67 Rogue Ops 
66 RPG Maker 2 
75 Rugby 2004 
65 Scaler: The Shapeshifting Chameleori 
73 Space Нашег 
65 Sphinx and the Shadow of Set 
69. Starsky & Hutch Youve got other ways 10 attach than 
7) The Suffenng standard blades and pe weapons 
69 SWAT: Global Strike Team 
64 Так and the Power nf juju 
7) Teenage Mutant Ninja Turties 
75 Tiger Woods PGA Tour 2004 
72 Тие Crime: Streets of LA. 
65 Wallace & Gromit 
71 Warhammer 40,000: Fire Warrior 
75 World Championship Poo! 
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4 ces also shoot webs at you to keep 
— +... you from going anywhere. You have to 
ie yaa ney EA кар 


| B008 Р. 4, 
You remember the bar wench... 

If there's one thing Snowblind has mastered, 
its the physics involved in massive cleavage, 
as exhibited by each of these lovely ladies. 
lust visit Dark Aliances tavem for a preview. 
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в Driver 315 mostly car chases, 
Mayhem comes but 30 percent is also running 
in ай sizes. 4 around and.shooting at stuff. 


Look! Screens that look like Stuntman! 


Publisher Developer: Release Date 


CORVETTE 


Possibly the most imaginative name for a licensed racing game ever 
TDK's Corvette features every model of Chevy's classic brute in a 
giant Interactive celebration of the car's St anniversary. A cynical 
gamer would be excused for thinking this might be э soulless mar- 
keting ploy by GM to get the kids into its plastic supercar. We would 
never suggest such а thing, though, Never, 

Publisher: TDK Mediactive Developer: Steel Monkeys Release Date: November 


STRAIGHT TO VIDEO 


Cool ideas never die—they get better 
The cool action-teplay stuff from 
Stuntman retums in Driver 3. 


MICRO MAYHEM 


Frankly, we're skeptical that any miniaturized racing game will be 
able to top the frenzied action of Micro Machines, but we're willing to 
keep an open mind—especially since Micro Mayhem is reported to Бе: 
going for a "Burnout feel. The idea of that kind of racing insanity on 
a microcosmic scale is pretty intriguing. Handling will be key, 
théugh, so we'll curb our enthusiasm until we get hands-on time 
Publisher: jaleco Develeper: Blade Release Date: Fall 
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Фар 50008 


GRAN TURISMO 4 


You've still got awhile to wait 
Т Топ ^ 


date given for 


probably т somet m 
apparently mear 

mean а x eve - " 
store more th yeur before we 

and marvel at the nao | j қ 

tracks [the 3 у dinn н ‹ Lots of licensed cars and aftermarket parts are the draw in 

ЕЗІ Айт j pites —L——————''—— 
surprised it took this tong for a дате based on the franchise to 
—— ж». өк» c ec d m oe m m 
mod lical.ons like не e | ———— 
«ағ If that s even : ез — 2 ЕС 


“қо | as 


Publisher: i Publisiser: Universal Interactive Bevelaper: Corki Release Dute: fa! 


Besides online gameplay, the big upgrade to this year's Thunder іс 
the Rivai system. Gone аге the days when you could beat and bang 
with impunity. Now the 42 other drivers react to your every move 
е-е»... 4 œ V —PH—V———̃ — 
use he'll рау you back. Friendships and rivalries build up over the 
course of a season er career, making each race a unique experiencos 
Publisher: EA Sports Develeper: EA Tiburon Release Date: Septemb: 
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Funny...but is it fun? 


In a crowded field of platform adventur 


because of the gam у, пома! 
you—other game € 

tot Power of J 1, it's th 

Whether h ng on his à king 
rhinos wearing г T 

The ga: verstu! d wi! № 

of, say Nic lodeon 

works аз well] If jameplay how tu 
funny, this on j 

Publisher: 1110 Developer: Release Date: 
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It'll knock your shorts off 


F 


Publisher Developer. Release Date: 


c D RR 


17 = 1 The age at which King Tut died - E 
о Ser taking the throne ai 9 Cause 93 
of death remains unknown. 


SPHINX AND THE 
SHADOW OF SET 


Punky Tut 


came 


Publisher: Developer Release Date 


C ͤ 
м —U — P 
Mfu of a locked gate. What № do? You have to badarack а bi First, u i the 
und area and reinsert the Lunar key Then head back into the lum level just far 
et حت‎ — —— i шш, 
rre e e m م‎ — 
—ͤ—H—E—— — ß ыы 
wooden m оп fre. Behind it bes а saach that uniocks the Earth gar 


— — 
WALLACE & GROMIT ІМ PROJECT ZERO 
There are two kinds of people іп the world: Wallace & Gromit fane ani 
everyone else (read: people who don't hail from Englandi. The М.К. 
charming claymation duo is perfectly captured in this ptatformer, 
which will please fans о! the doddering inventor and his adventurous 
pup. And with its layered levels, wacky foes, and goofy gadgets, Proje 
Zero might also be a solid choice for younger gamers. 

Publisher: Ват Developer: Frontier Release Bate: October 


The title says it all. In this platformer, you assume the role of a lov- 
able chameleon named Scaler: іп addition to the creepy-crawly rep- 
Ше ability to blend in with his surroundings, he can even morph 
into look-alikes of his enemies and adapt their powers. There's а 
very Dr. Seuss feel to the game, which seems appropriate coming 
from the developer of The Grinch. Hopefully, though, this won't suck. 
Publisher: TDK Mediactive Developer: Artificial Mind & Movement Release Date: 2004 
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Is it a sequel? Yes! Er, no. Yes! Um... 


on PS2 


but in the PC gaming 


erience only 


play, and it addres 


previous ma: 
Norrath, you 


ceed into th 


who are іс Yo 
ап ogre now, or an alchem ybe even an ogr hemist! 
Publisher: ı Developer: $ Release Date. 
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Hot girls with cool jobs 


; 
Jap n 


t all began with Eternal Calm," a 12-minute м 


PREVIEWS... 


"Аз one of the most smartly wien and beautifully | illustrated point- 
and-click adventure series of the last five years or so, Broken Sword 
shocked a lot of people by dropping the pointing and clicking in Sleeping 
Bon in vor ots direct eharacter-control system, similar to ihe ome 
ould make it 


MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE- 
OPERATION SURMA 


imagine, if you will, Splinter Celt set in a slightly 
What you're imagining is Operation Surma, a soli 
espionage adventure with “enough grappling- haak action and tace- 

wrapping antics‘toimak ‘any Bond, Fisher, or Snake: fans уб Tight 


4 F۴3 The episodes of Buffys fifth 
season in between which 
y Chaos Bleeds ocos 


BUFFY THE VAMPIRE SLAYE 
CHAOS BLEEDS 


г, Acc.aimed 
le develop- 
the game's 

f the action (50 


Developer: 


TRUE TO CHARACTER 
They ай fight like they should 

Don't expect ВыНу- or Faith-quality moves 
when you play as Xander. Hes the worst 
fighter of the bunch, and it shows in the game 


GOTTA HAVE FAITH 
Eliza Dushku adds some heat 
liza Dushku's appearance as Faith or 
Buffy the Vampire Slaver was enough 
го rope in a few new viewers, But she 
ever wore her game outfit on the 
how—h's actualy taken from he 
May да ---- 
Maxim 
cover. 
sure know 
jour audi 
лсе? she 


developer 


How many times have you cursed a game, mumbling, “Ic 
‚ob than this hackneyed claptrap”? Weil, it’s time to put up or shut up. 
RPG Maker 2 lets you try your hand at creating a fut tured 3D rale- 
playing game by building the story, the battle system, and even the very 
earth your characters trod upon, Sounds a bit daunting, sure, but Maker 
comes with oodles of presets to fiddle witn, so you can paste together 
bits and bobs in unique ways to cobble together your very own creation. 
Visualy, the battle system mimi gon Warrior's first-person view of 
enemies, but you can toss in Final f tyle Limit breaks, custom 

s The game also supports the use of a USB 
oard, so you won't have to hunt- e ue [we recom- 


ation? Maker comes with an 


| Why complain? Make your own game! 


combos, and serious 5 
k 

| тепа Logitech’s NetPlay) Need some in 

| RPG created by Dragon Warrio 
Publisher: Agetec Developer: Kı 


peck your dı 


Release Date: September 


The infection is spreading 


t's the turn ng 


So much depends on chapter three 
truth Wa: m 


TION, MUTATION. t j RPC rth nw ed 


for your bra 


the exp.oits of Ki 


gam 
coma Meanwt ew um and infect the 1 
world" beyond. Trippy, fantast lay t st two 


Publisher: Developer: Release Date: 


H129 H102 
М 78 М104 
ім:16 1:15 


EUROCOM 


Ж 
2 / 4 — Е 
t "ч 
Е | P'ayStanon.£ (6; А9 22721 


є 
i yeu lock at f 2 character design, its easy to sae. - M 
why Bits recently changed the look. of Rogue Ору. heroine 


FIREFIGHTS 
РЕЯ M-advised, but sometimes unavoidable 
Оле Мм Kats these guys, Shell hae шз 
hide them and hope other guards don't 
ларреп along ю see the blood. 


ROGUE OPS 
Splinter Cell with breasts 


Release Date 


After Nikki throws her shuriken, she can 
pick it back up to use again—just a cool 
Юе thing vou don't see in mast games. 


THE MERRIEST PLACE ON EARTH 
From October t january ts become а Drsmeviand tradition 
to dress up the Haunted Mansion like Halloweentown 


MUPPET PARTY CRUISE, 
Publisher: ТОК Mediactive 
Develaper: Mass Media 
Release Dam: Fall 

The idea of à Muppet 
party game certainly 
appeals to us... we just 
wish the developer of 
Shrek Super Party and. 
Pac-Man Fever wasn't 
responsible for It 


ROADKILL 

Publisher: Midway 
Developer: Terminal Reality 
Release Date: October 
Think Twisted Metal 
meets Grand Theft Auto 
with a little bit of The 
Road Warrior thrown in 
for good measure and 
you'll paint æ pretty 
accurate picture of 
RoadKill. Accomplish 
missions and generally 
just mess stuff up па 
postapocalyptic world. 
overrun by the scum of 
society, It definitely 
seems like a winning 
combo. Best of all—the: 
intro is set to Blue 
Öyster Cult's classic 
"[Don't Fear} The 
Reaper." Rockin’. 


ТИЕ HAUNTED MANSION 
Publisher: ТОК Mediactive 
Developer: High Voltage 
Release Date: October 

The Haunted Mansion 
movie due this fall 
shares its name (but 
little else] with the 
Disneyland ride. Same 
with this comedic game, 
based loosely on both. 


CULDCEPT 

Publisher: NEC 

Developer: Omiya Soft 
Release Date: November 
Based on the popular 
Japanese collectible 
card game, Culdcept 
combines elements of 
Monopoly and Magic: 
The Gathering. Nothing 
pretty, but quite fun. 


РОСА ЭБШ. 
Publisher: Electronic Arts 
Develaper: io interactive 
Release Date: September 
First it was Freedom: 
The Battle for Liberty 
Island, then Freedom: 
Soldiers of Liberty. Now, 
it's Freedom Fighters. 
Unless EA's gone and 
changed it again. 


і JUST AS TOLKIEN DREAMED... 
| Е. To help promote The Hobbit Sierra nas inked а deal 
Fantastic fantasy. with McDonalds. for Habbit Happy. Meals. this fall 


BALDUR'S GATE 
DARK ALLIANCE Il 


Can it continue the original's greatness? 


THE HOBBIT 


Based on the prelude to The Lord of the Rings, this game doesn’ 
adapt the style of the movie or Black Labels games based on 
Tolkien's novels, opting instead lor а more kid-friendly look lappra- 
priate given the source materials tone). During Bilbo's journey fre 
Hobbiton to the Lonely Mountain, expect lots of hack-n-slash/plat- 
forming action along with some relatively simple puzzle solving. 
Publisher: Sierra Developer: Inevitable Release Date: September 23 _ 


MEET DORN 
One of (we playable characters 


де from Dos ic 


GLADIATOR: SWORD OF VENGEANCE 

M. you Just can't get enough gratuitous blood and gere, you're in for a 
treat: Gladiator has got enough of both to choke a horse. There are 
more than 40 death animations reported to be "based on authentic 
historical data," with tasteful flourishes such as decapitation and 
dismemberment. But it's not all historical simulation; you also hang 
out with the gods themselves. What more could you ask for? 
Publisher: Acclaim Developer: Acclaim Manchester Release Date: Fall 
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0 The average review score pe ">. NO, IT'S NOT A GRAN. TURISMO 
о юг Maximo: Ghosts to Glory, | The trademark vehicle used in Starsky & Hutch маз a 
according to metacritic com y 1974 Ford Gran Torino. Can any car be more 70s? 


MAXIMO 


VS. ARMY OF ZIN 


More heroism, less frustration 
In Army of д Ihe seque; to the so d yet f M, 


с 


Кіп ше т. t's hard to beat Starsky 4 Hutch for pure "70 TV chee nd t 
Fa os game embraces that cheese wholeheartedly. But it's also offering 
mark scar came hom? Oh. Well, neiher 

have we. But in case you e пики” F .—. — — -- 
DOW that we've bought it uo, the One player drives, the other shoots—using full wheel and light-gun 
answer Bes іп Amy of 20 (even thoush — .-- — — .. — . = 

the games events actualy Occur өк game by Antonio Vargas, the original and eternal Huggy Be: 


months after those In Ghosts ю Gion. w Minds Ly« Release Bate: Septem? 


heaping the peaca inthe naer Giro ra he a dites се ж. Tee e 


and yell at those pesky terrorists (using a USB headset. like the one 


— > — — 22 
up having to shoot them in the face. ОҚ, maybe vou don't have to 
— lUll :: i —22 me 
|Р anymore. Good move, Сарсо өте 1 U ͤ— 3 А k - pue 97 


“ 


3 
ue — — — әу Horae 
uw Tm [Y 4 


чоет Же Son Score one Jon Te COTE BEER! 


ALTER ECHO 


made of MultiPlast ithe most sought after elemen: 
your character, Nevin, changes into three differen 4 
«блок e aeS R A LIVING COMIC? 
ou hack and slash in Melee mode, target distan Perhaps inspired by Ubi Softis long n 
лобе, and sneak around like a bug in Stealth mod 
Jame won t change the world, but it should be fun 
Publisher: IH) Developer: Outrage Release Date: August 


h 


TEENAGE MUTANT 
NINJA TURTLES 


2 ^ Тег je Н all else fails, then it's fime to kick butt! 


ıt i5 for us to admit, it 


с 


Ре) Aro time 


— ficio — 


Yeah, i's yot а funny mame. Yul, it's from а small publisher. But ACE: ме ыйы tes wih бе TH 
ion м off Goblin Commander. This real-time strategy comes tc м n = لے‎ 
hance of unlocking the old arcad: 

m the Millar brothers, former Blizzard employees who workec 2 


as a bonus, ihe answer ик 
j WarCraft. Choose one of five uniquely aifted goblir 
ommand in the war for the land of Ogriss 


Publisher: [aleto Developer: [aleco Release Date: Fall 


ттар Ж. 
= i 5 4.  Www.games-workshop.com 
Official site. af the Warhammer universe, as well as 
^. Games Workshops other tabletop RPGs. 


Ee 
WARHAMMER 40,000 HANDS 


FIRE WARRIOR N95 


Just don't expect any pewter figurines 
d ius d 


Release Date 


| x Хы 


L__ М — a — 
" » While the original Lethal Skies wasn't exactly a barn burner, it had 
DAMN HUMANS ; N some interesting features. The sequel is capitalizing on those with 
— We ave the enemy : more solid, realistic airplane controts; Improved graphics; a deeper 
, In Pre Waniot you play аз an akan sci-fi story; and an even simpler, quicker interface. Add to that seve 
| whose enemy is good of Homo sapiens. > 
new planes, more than 20 new missions, and two-player splitscreen 
И just lau us to row cur weigh 
wound. even 38,000 years in the future sombal, and it's obvious the game's getting more (һал a face-litt. 


Publisher: Sammy Developer: Asmik Асе Release Date: September 


r heal 
thiel alarıy with his ech 


MP 10 seven other players online (four 
pæ ——— — 
рае — - 
Сарале we Нар. 
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© PREVIEWS == — 
Funny like a down? Luxoflux, developer of True Corre. also 
— А и om e 


e een б же See furs Uermomo: 
TRUE CRIME 
STREETS OF L.A. 
Note: NOT а СТА clone 


Publisher 

Has G Wot quenched your thirst for a life of crime? Then journey ' TRUE CITY 

back to a time when Tammy Vercettl would have been seen as a Get yoursel! a yood map 
second-rate pipsqueak Set in the 19305, Mafa follows the career of Tee sot = А зе modeted so iea 
a mild-mannered cabbie who gets drawn into the underwartd of — = и ae) е 
organized crime The shooting bits are fun enough. but it's the driv- nicely - siet signs help, — 
ж eee complete with; регіелі wahicieg—that have — 


— — 
A needing aside. the technology usec 


w ine Came Io re-omate 50 square 
— en com The 
e neui sawise photo: 
and GPS cina. and the software urne 
mss ап accurate city layout on йе һу 


‚Daspite its bizarre t But Samp бн quem ftn te 
М аан з.е сенсін out, Manica it come Ме mer 
gameplay elements, Though if seems gimmicky at first, the ability to 
usé surroundings for cover and aimlessiy stick out your gun and spray 
енен. Denne ha garme d сата Rat ete, ac СНА эшк» = 
wonder wny enemies always leave slacks of lires lying around. 


— — — 


Этап (The Fifth Hemend, and 
Mina көметін тте A 


EE lx) 


for a pre» Dragon Ball Amencan market, Dragon Power for NES baad readers who say 
(1986).is technically the fist AB-reläted game released out here.. theyd play 3D Ages game: 


ық... 
REMEMBER WHEN...? though bastardized in wansiation ф 1 6 Б Percentage of OPM message 


Аз reported in ОРМ 65, a collaboration between Sega * 
and 03 Publisher has resulted in а deal to release 


Р52 remakes of classic games in Japan all at the 
budget price of 2.500 yen (about $21). Let's hope Sega 
comes to its senses and releases these games here! 


Release Dane: August 28 
Fantasy Zone was always 
a little too cute for its 
own good. And it still ts. 
But can you really deny 
saving the world with 3 
flying egg thing called 
| Ора-Ора? 


b Ne) GOLDEN AME 

= т - 4 Publisher: Sega 20 Age: 
|. ы à Developer: Sega 
Release Date: Fall 
Опе uf the most influen: 
tial beat-em-ups ever 
dg released, Golden Axe 


DRAGONBALLZ IRS — 


OK i ; | the tough city streets of 
BU DOK ДІ 2 09” _ Ф A Double Dragon to a fan- 


tasy medieval setting. 


> 


ы aa FÜ ааны... шш 


enen Publisher: Sega 20 Age 


k Release Date: August 28 
ж Never thought you'd see 
қ this 1979 F1 classic 
E using 3D models, did 
| you? You probably never 
thought you'd see a top- 
= down 3D racer, either: 


Developer Release Date: ШШ n | PA Well here. 


| HARD CEL 
Wl Gotta leve these binck ines Я 
Seeing characters look this good makes 
us wonder why the heck they didn't x 
mile the first Dudokaj ccl-shaded! A 


Release Bate: August 28 
This is the Phantasy Star 
that started it all! The 
Ages version of the Sega 
Master System game is: 
perhaps the most 

р»“ x updated remake of all 


| и 


SPACE HARRIER 
Publisher: Sega 3D Ages 
Developer: Sega 

Release Date: Foli 

Even with 2D sprites, 
the original 1985 Space 
Harrier felt very 3D in its 
shooting perspective as 
you quided Harri 
through Dragonland. 
Now it actually is 3D! 


———— — 
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DID YOU KNOW? The first five NHL teams (1917) 
were thie thie Montreal Canadiens, Montreal Wanderers, 
Puck you! Ottawa Senators. Quebec Bulldogs, and. Toronto Arenas. 


NHL 2004 


The rebirth of a franchise 


NFL GAMEDAY 2004 

Last year's GameDay was a big step up from the series’ previous PS2 
tito тетік —that's not saying much, unfortunately, Ot course, 989 tells BIG HITS! 

Us the 2004 edition is the greatest ever, due to its improved gameplay, Power up and flick the stick 

player models, A. l. and online structure. The fact that we still don't have W teres anything Бешти than hammis 
meone wath the right analog stich, 45 
powering up before you do 4 for an 
emsa blow! 


reviewable code for а game that's probably out as you read this, though, 
reinforces our "well believe it when wi 
Publisher: Suny CEA Developer: 982 Sports 


e it” state of mind. 
Zone Release Date: August 17 


Everyone has a great arcade-football time with Blitz, what with its ‘You are the general manager n the mut Franchise mode 
over-the-top tackles, fast pace, and moments of being “on fire." But Wie „ mia EA tag dona . 


p — — —— I didi. 
wm Ä m а е 
as — سے‎ — я-- жә 
е зз —[x— —— -- ن‎ 20 un 

= кеё amo зч ab (Шш tum ame y m, ае: 
way Developer: Midway Release Date: Sepsember 11 dt Dro кі үө (кк) dies midst ү >) кез apo 


is the past few years have demonstrated, if you've played one version, 
you've played them all. Not anymore. With NFL Blitz Pro, Midway offe: 
closer-to-sim style of gameplay I11-on-11 instead of 7-on-7, for 
xample) while maintaining the hard hits and core arcade eleme 
Publisher: Mi 


о т AA, I ! Beginning date of the next 
en September 19 when the Panthers Rugby Word Cup. held in 
preseason ice hockey season. begins. Australia. Get psyched! 


RUGBY 2004 

Publisher: EA Sports 
Developer: HB Studios 
Release Dat: September 
Most Americans know 
nothing about rugby— 
that's probably why the 
United States sucks so 
much in this game. And 
who knew Samoa was 
50 freakin’ good?! 


2 TIGER WOODS. 
= PGA TOUR 2004 
Publisher: EA Sports 
۹ | Developer: EA Spars 
Release Date: Fall 
One of the coolest 
things about Tiger 
Woods PGA Tour 2004 is 
- the ability to create а 
* golfer from scratch. 
ж | Using a robust charac- 
ter-creation tool, you 
can make а golfer who 
looks like. well, pretty 


— | much anyone. We're 
" also dying to get into 
^ 41 some real-time online 


play for the first time in 
а golf game. Other 
additions include new 
golfers, lots of new 
courses, and a few new 
Arcade modes. 


UM 
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ы : 4 Ё] Publisher: Sony CEA 
Е - > 4 Developer: 969 Sports 


Release Date: Late September 
9895 newest hoops title 
includes all 50 of the 
NBA's greatest all-time 
players together in one 
game for the first time, 
plus a greatly improved 
Career mode. 


ы " 
Publisher: Release Date: 


NCAA 
GAMEBREAKER 2004 
Publisher: Sony CEA 
Developer: 969/RedZone 
Release Date: August 
With online play, this 
could be the year that 
GameBreaker bursts 
back into the minds of 
college football gamers. 
(But it's probably not.] 


Release Date: june 

it's about time some- 
one made a pool game 
with real-life pool pros. 
There's plenty of stuff 
in this game for casual 
players, too. 


You canî really tell during the action, but 
check out your players’ expressions in 
replays. We've seen Mario Lemieux get 
pissed. it aint pretty. 


* en MeRi: | 


МОТ YOUR TYPICAL CAPCOM VOICES 


Kns Zimmerman, the voice director for Meist Gear Suid 2 
Hemes never die. lended her voice-recording talents to Robin Hood. 


ROBIN HOOD 
DEFENDER OF THE CROWN 
Guard, turn, parry, thrust, spin. 
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MEGA MAN X7 
Wanna know the weird thing about Mega Man X7? Of the game's three 
characters, our 15-year-old blue-armored pal is used the least. Don't 
get too disappointed, (hough—Zero and Аж! (по relation to Rose) kick 
their fair share of ass through both 2D and 3D environments (the latter 
a Mega Man X first]. Series newcomer Axl has the sweet ability to adapt 
the attack methods of his enemies and use them for himself. 
Publisher: Capcom Developer: Capcom Ralease Date: Ociober 


Robin Mood 
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‚ IN LIKE FLYNN 
The swordfights might seem familias 
Ciwemawwe veis us Үлгі Rodin Hanes 
ког айлу votis and style wor 


heavily infiuenced by Errol Flynn flicks. 
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R-TYPE FINAL 


Now that Eidos’ Fresh Games label has picked up Irem's fine-looking беш! trom the rich, give to the poor 


R-Type Final, we didn’t hesitate to check out the Japanese version. ФЕ” 2. one es me new со sequences in 

Final displays everything in glorious 3D, while maintaining perfect ZD € .-- —— 

gameplay {similar to Einhander]. The most shocking part, though, is nel —— —— — 
wu have to pick your targets үйе? 


the number ot ships available [51!] and the number of weapons 
each can carry. This could be the most in-depth shooter ever. 
Publisher: Fresh Games Developer: гет Release Date: Fall 


ahough—tail ю take out the wagon 
‚drivers and you'll miss the biggest haul 
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CREATIVE WEAPONRY 
‘You take what yeu can get 

See that huge knife that Torque cames? Не 
removed it from one of the fallen monsters, 
like the one hes attacking (along with some 
reluctant help from a prison guard). 


Rated M for mature...trust us 


t am 


Publisher: Developer: Release Date 


BLOODY HELL 
Otherwise known as this prison 
The blood you see on Torque acquires 
gradually as he continues фе killing 
spree to save his life. Believe it or not, 
he starts the game completely dean. 
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RISING SUN 


їз about five minutes since the 
opening scene of Medal af Honor: 
—~ Rising Sun has come to a close 
and I'm still shaken by it. Here | am, seat- 
ed in the demo room of EA's Los Angeles 
studios, trying to convey to the develop- 
ment team how amazed | am by what | 
ust witnessed...and | can't. The words 
simply fail me. This scene, which manages 
to pack more action and emotion into 15 
minutes than most games do in their 
entirety, is single-handedly the most 
impressive piece of videogaming 1 have 
ever seen. 

1 can tell you this honestly: | believe I 
1ow have a better understanding of what 
t was like to be at Pearl Harbor. To imag- 
ing the horror of being on one of those 
ships when the first torpedoes hit is 
simply impossible, and yet | can't help but 
feel that | now have some small idea of 
what utter chaos it must've been. | also 
have a better picture of just how massive 
a force the Japanese led against the 
United States that day. I've seen plenty of 
films on Pearl Harbor, but none has 
impressed this upon me as much as when: 
in Rising Sun you reach the California's 
main deck and look to the heavens. 

Silhouetted against a finely painted back- 
drop of clouds, hundreds of planes dot the. 
sky, It's a stunning picture, and one that 
will forever be ingrained in my memory. 

My inability to speak comes as no sur- 
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| Medal of Honor developers have alw 


prise to the EA team, though. After all, my, 
reaction is pretty much the same as that 
of the thousands of gamers who wit- 
nessed this same demo at the Electronic. 
Entertainment Expo a few months ago. 
The members of the team can't help but 
smile, and | get the feeling they're more 
than a little proud. They should be. With 
this new Pearl Harbor sequence, they've 
managed to outdo even the incredible 
D-Day scene that opens Medal of Honor: 
Frontline. If you played through it, you 
know this is saying a lot. 

What strikes me most about this Pearl 
Harbor sequence is just how spectacular 
it is. The Medal of Honor developers have 
always prided themselves on the cinemat- 
ic nature of their games, but Rising Sun 
clearly takes things to a new level. The 
game opens on а picturesque Waikiki 
beach, where a man and woman ogle each: 
other under a brilliant sunset. Hawaiian 
music crackles from a radio as the cam- 
era moves back to reveal that this image 
is actually the top half of a calendar. The 
date is circled to reveal that it is 
December 7, 1941. The camera pulls back 
further to display photos of our hero, Joe 
Griffin, with his family, along with assort- 
ad letters and memorabilia, then further 
to show Joe and fellow Marines asleep in 
their bunks on the USS California. That's 
when the first torpedo hits. In terms of its 
direction, the opening is pure Hollywood. 


These exceptional production values 
extend into the gameplay. Carefully inter- 
spersed throughout the action sequences 
are scripted events that give the illusion 
you're playing a real movie. After the first 
explosions below deck, you're engulfed by 
fire—a fellow Marine tosses you an extin- 
guisher to help put it out. And when you 
do finally make it to the deck, that jab 
back into reality comes as such a shock. 
According to the team, Frontline had about 
30 of these scripted events. Rising Sun has 
about 300. “One of the reasons we're able 
to fit in so much story is that we've dou- 
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bled our design staff with this game. 
Lead Designer Christopher Cross 
explains. "Medal of Honor had five design- 
ers, and for Rising Sun we have 10--опе 
for each level." 

Because of this extreme attention to 
the story, the team deemed it necessary 
to storyboard the entire game—exactly 
what's done for movies. “Since we're try- 
ing іп incorporate а more complicated 
story than before, it made sense to work 
out most of the kinks first by doing story- 
boards that covered the whole game,” 
Cross explains. He then shows me а DVD 


that contains the animatics (ani- 
mated storyboards) created for 
the game. I'm shocked—ihe 
entire game is walked through, 
scene by scene, with sketches 
and animation. It even includes 
voice acting and a soundtrack. 
“It's like watching Rising Sun: The 
Movie,” Cross jokes. Imagine my 
surprise when | first see it, 
though. | know they do this sort 
of stuff for movies, but games? 
Apparently, they do now. 

As | journey through EA's 
offices to see more of the game, 
і recognize all sorts of examples 
of this team mirroring 
Hollywood's methodology. The 
art direction, for example, goes 
well above and beyond anything 
ve seen before in games. The 
extraordinarily talented art 
director Thorn Ang, creator of 
concept art for such TV shows as: 
The X-Files, informs me of his 
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rationale behind Rising Sun's 
visuals. “The greatest feature of 
art directing Medal of Honor: 
Rising Sun in the Pacific theater 
is contrast,” he says as he points 
to several of his paintings on the 
wall. “In the war-torn European 
theater, the palette tends 
towards desaturated, dark, and 
gritty, The old architecture is 
familiar to us in Western civiliza- 
tion. These things serve to create 
а foreboding backdrop to war." 
He then directs my attention to 
some of Rising Sun's Asian set- 
tings. "Contrast is to be found in 
multiple areas in the Pacific the- 
ater. The Japanese foe comes 
{гот a very different Eastern 
culture. The environments are 
sometimes pristine jungle set- 
tings. Paradise seems a contrary 
landscape to wage a war; it's 
more inviting than foreboding. 
And the palette in paradise can 
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range into rich, saturated 
colors." This Western versus 
Eastern palette becomes even 
more apparent when you exam- 
ine the characters in the game. 
"For the United States, we drew 
on the inspiration of painters and 
illustrators such as Dean 
Cornwell, Norman Rockwell, and 
J.C. Leyendecker," he says, as 
he points out the chiseled, heroic 
look of the Everyman Americans. 
Then he moves over to the Asian 
characters. "Looking again at 
Japanese woodblock prints and 
screens. we wanted to apply the 
same flowing, elegant lines and 
shapes evident in those figures 
onto our Japanese characters." 
m amazed at how much thought 
has gone into the many faces. 
Ang even claims to take inspira- 
tion from the blocky utilitarian- 
ism of the Western alphabet and 


the flowing curves and organic — ê — 


DID YOU KNOW? 


The six degrees of Medal of Honor 
Medal of Honors theme music is used in 
one of the trailers for the film Seabiscuit? 
And did you know that Toby Maguire 
plays ОРМАл Director Bob Conlon geat- 
unde Red Pollard in that film? Well, now 
you know. And knowing is half the Басе. 


GETTING IT 


When you say Bridge on the River Kwai... 
А The "Kwai" is pronounced “Kwaa,” with the 

long "a." Apparently, we've had it wrong all 

these years. A lite Factoid brought to you 


by Medal of Honor: Rising Sun. 
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sumi brushwork of kanji. “АЦ of 
these ideas were translated into 
two distinct visual styles. The 
Americans appear more angular, 
rugged, chiseled, with a warm, 
saturated palette. The Japanese 
have curved surfaces, flowing 
lines, a samurai-tike silhouette, 
and a cool, faded, desaturated 
palette,” he explains 

Rising Sun also marks the 
first time a Medal of Honor game 
is using a team dedicated solely 
to lighting—a team made up in 
large part of people with 
Hollywood experience. “One of 
the reasons | joined EA is that 
[the team isn't] afraid of bor- 
rowing cinematic lighting to 
heighten gameplay,” Lighting 
Artist Zach Schlappi tells me. 
“One of my personal observa- 
ions regarding many games is 
that they tend to overlight areas 
and rely heavily on a direct glob- 
at |Шштіпаһоп solution, using 
practical lights as their only 
source of light. Although this 
may be technically correct, it 
tends to be emotionally void and 
wsually flat” He walks me 
through some of the Burmese 
jungle settings, where we see 
organic pools of light created by 
openings in the forest canopy. 

often recall the Disney tecn- 
nique of forcing the eye to the 


PlayStation Mas 


center of an image by framing it 
with silhouettes. Typically, along 
à player's path or an open area, 
we take every opportunity to 
create distinct regions of tit and 
shaded spaces, so there is 
always a sense of framing ә 
far-off area with shaded objects 
that are nearer to the player.“ 
It's also surprising to see how 
much time and effort is being 
spent on building the actual envi- 
ronments—it's as if they're treat- 
*d like sets. Environmental Artist 
Raj Joshi shows me a massive 
tempie he's spent weeks builg- 
ing. in the game, it's where 
Yamashita supposedly melted 
looted gold bars. What's amazing 
to те is that Raj actually took the 
time to intricately build the struc- 
ture, only to tear much of it down 
later | паа to build the temple in 
the mindset of the Buddhists that 
were creating it as a place of 
worship," he explains, as he 
navigates his way through it on 
his desktop. "After that first half 
of the process, | then had to play 
the role of time, nature, and the 
Japanese soldiers who were all 
working against the original 
majesty and pristine nature of 
the structure. In real life, it 
is not too difficult to smash 
things and cause wear and tear. 
Unfortunately, in the computer, 
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moving vast sums of gold into а fort- 
| fied outpost. joe is inserted into the 
near ihe legendary Temple of Gold 


MISSION EIGHT кенше he c US 
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‘American prisoners held in the 
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ICALLHIM STAMPY | 
2 Ves, you get to ride him 

us an elephant with a heavy machine gun 
strapped to its back. OK, so maybe the 


har right, EA fs already developing 
he sequel ю Rising Sun for a release in) 
fal of 2004. Whats neat is that Rising: 
Боп Zw have you playing as Donny 
зо уои wet to see another perspecive 
jon ihe events in this first game. 
Amerestingh, Rising Sun Zis aN 
seme EA orginaly wanted io male 
but the team figured ic would hone i 
‘sits first wen this Rising Sun. Ali wa 
joan say is, # this Is round one. we cant 
leven begin to imagine what they it 
‘come up with next veadi 


there is по 3D hammer | can 
wield to break this massive 
structure apart, fie pretty 
tedious, but overall quite reward- 
iny Fo make іне temple Tee more 
battered and decrepit. it makes 
all the difference to breathe 
some life—and death—into that 
temple and give it the character 
that one would expect from a 
long standimg colic,” Ho's right. 
As hê walks те through corri- 
dats ithe imple, pieces of 
the wall have crumbled away, 
allowing light from the outside 
to shine through. The details 
are spectacular. 

үт then given a demonstra- 
hun ol the animations in the 
name. Listening to Lead 
Animator Dave Kury speak about 
the team's dedication to detail, 
you almost imagine he's choreo- 
graphing people in real life. “The 
Japanese soldiers, while run- 
rung, would hold their weapon im 
one hand, out to the side," he 
shows me, letting animations 
run on his screen. "The U.S. 
Marines would run with the 
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weapon held by both hands. 
Stylistically, this was really coal 
for the game, since the player is 
presented with two different- 
looking sithouettes and can learn 
who is triendly and who is not by 
their running styte. But the level 
of detail goes so much deeper 
than that. He explains that if you 
look closely, even the way in 
which Japanese and American 
soldiers dive to the ground in the 
game is animated differently. 
"Whenever a Japanese soldier 
would go from a run or a stand- 
ing attack and go down to being 
prone on the ground, he would 
nol Let his weapon hit Ihe ground 


“first—after all, it would be 


insulting the honor of the 
emperor [since the weapon was 
‘considered a gift from him). So, 
the Japanese had some very 
awkward ways of getting to a 
prone position and from а prone 
position, yelling up to ш standing 
attack. In contrast, the 0.5. 
Marines were trained to place 
their weapon on the ground іп 
such a way as to break their 


Rising Sun team took а few liberties. 


fall." While he's telling me this, 
he's acting things out—in his 
office, not in the game. 

Of course, one aspect that has 
always had its roots in film is 
Medal of Honor's audio, headed 
up by Skywalker Sound atum 
Erik Kraber. Неге, he once again 
pushes his team In come up wilh 
Something that rivals the best 
from Hollywood. "We have 
almost four times as many 
sounds and more than twice the 
music of Frontline," he teils me. 
Also. our music, ambience, SFX, 
and dialogue are now more 
responsive and immersive, as 
they more closely shadow the 
player's decisions during game- 
play." He is enthused about the 
sound recording that was done 
for this new installment: "We 
had weagons from Japan, 
Australia, UK, and, of course, the 
U.S. We fired live rounds and 
blanks to have different sound 
textures to work with, and we 
recorded in multiple locations to 
get the different reverberant 
cheracteristics of different 


Decause even the strongest 
heroes need help sometimes 


". strategy fans should be tenting 
therr fingers in anticipation . 
-GMR 


Over 40 Hours of gameplay with multiple 
endings! 
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Unleash over 100 und- b 
special skills to lay waste 


ng spells and 
ur enemies 


Dynamic Battle System: 5 
acters т and out of battle to match the 
strengths of your toughest opponents 


"Don't expect a standard strategy-RPG, 
though the whimsical plot, bizarre 
4 graphics, and crazy minigames com 
! bine to make Disgaea a truly offbeat 
Ё ПИП ' mi m experience." 
J Electronic Gaming Monthly 
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climates and landscapes. 
Kraber is also excited about the 
Tae that, for the first ime in а 
Medal of Honor game, he was 
able to have several ol his voice 
actors performing their lines 
together. “The interaction 
between actors makes the ener 
gy of the scenes come alive,” he 
claims. “When someone gets 
angry, they all feed off of 
it. When someone is scared, 
there is a heightened sense of 
tension in everyone's perform 
ance that makes it all feel 
believable." The team then pro- 
aads to show me the Midnight 
Raid on Guadalcanal mission, 
where you take on the Japanese 
defenses with a squad. It’s sur- 
prising how well the dialogue 
between your team flows. 

It's not just the voices that 
make these scenes work, 
Ihn; is the characters, Wilh 
Rising Sun, the team has taken 
lessons from Hollywood in how 
to create real characters—ones 
you'd actually give а damn about. 
Several of these characters 
make recurring appearance 
throughout the game, with the 
intention that you become con- 
nected to them. "Emotion is defi- 
nitely the motivating factor m 
making persistent characters 
that follow you across the lev- 
els,” Cross tells me аз he boots 
up one sequence. “There are 
some events later on that will 
have much more impact И you ve 
had some connection with the 
other main characters." What 
he's talking about, as he soon 
shows me, is that characters in 
the game—friends—witt die. 
Tere wilt alno tre times when 
you'll perhaps have to risk your 
life to save someone—but you 
make that decision. You decide if 
it's worth risking your neck. And 
if the Rising Sun team can pull 
things off right, scenes-like these 
will aHect you emotionally. 

it's right around then that 
I start to think about how far the 
Medal of Honor series has really 
come. What was once a first- 
person Shooter with ar 


empha 
sis on historical events has 
matured into this epic adventure 
that lets you truly experience 
history while it tells a story. In 
the back of my Head, Î can't help 
hut imagine Steven Spielberg 
envisioning this when he came 
up with the franchise so many 
years ago. But it's that concept 
of being able to make your own: 
Ше-аһд death decisions in 
Medai of Honor that really sticks 
in my head. While it’s clear that 
the Меда! of Honor team is con 
stantly striving to make its 
games more like Hollywood 


films, | realize that it's also now 
beginning to exp! own 
medium. The fact that you'll 
came to à point in a narrative 
where you can choose your own 
outcome is something movies 
will never be able to offer. It 
makes me ponder the possibili- 
ties; the team apparently pon- 
ders them, too. "I've always said 
That when Î can make an audi 
ence cry, in a genuine way, 
That's when FIL retire, 
telis me. "The tools the industry 
is developing are making this 
ideal a possibility much sooner 
Who knows, maybe l'Il be retir 
ing in five years..." 

Somehow, | don't think he's 
that for oH 
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Jar st ae, ad eve hired а bunch 
Jof incredible new talent. | mean, all yout 
eed to do t look ж Rising Sur ta se 
won well were doing: Hes got a point) 
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The soul still burns 


Lots of good games this month, but theres just one that 
really blew us away: the incomparable Soul Calibur ll 
That's why it gets our award for Game of the Month. 
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omb Raider is gaming's 

most obvious contribu- 

tion ta pop culture, Lara 
Croft has become bigger than the 
thing that made her famous in 
the first placa, and the franchise 
is one of the only videogames to 
make а successful transition to 
movies. You'd think, with such a 
valuable asset under their соп- 


trol, that the game's keepers 


would be more careful with it, 
The Angel of Darkness is disap-. 
pointing at best. Given the her- 
itage, and the burden it carries 
а5 а flag-bearer for videogaming, 


it's appalling. 
Much is made of the new 


darker, moodier vibe. If you can: 


sit through the odiously 


pompous musings of the devel- 
opment tearn as they ramble on, 
in the documentary that's fea- 
tured as an “extra” on the DVD, 
about why Tomb Raider is so fab- 
ulous, you'll possibly be sold on 
it. Unfortunately, the execution 
of the actual game is nowhere 
near the Nine Inch Nails video 
treatment we're led to believe 
we're set for. It's more like the 
musings of a teenage goth with 
bad taste in literatura. | mean, 
seriously...you have to be wary of. 
anything that features Nephilim. 
The biggest issue 1 have with 


it is that the controls are atro- 


cious. In light of games like 
Splinter Cell allowing you to 
freely interact with your environ- 


ment in such a natural way that 
you hardly ever have to think 
about the controls, Angels sys- 
tem becomes laughable. Lara 
never looks like she's comfort- 
able in her environment. She 
can't even open a door without 
shuffling sideways and standing 
in exactly the right place, and 
some af her more rudimentary 
moves require you to press two 
buttons at once, Turning around 
is а major production for some 
reason. its as though the system 
was designed by a group of peo- 
ple who never spoke to each 
other, and have possibly never 
before interacted with a 
videogame through a joypad. The 
upshot, aside from making you 
feel hellishiy uncomfortable, is 
that you'll often fall to your 
death or make some kind of 
dumb mistake because you were 
struggling with the mechanics of 
the game rather than the chal- 
lenges facing you. 

The logic is all a bit wacky, 
too. Why, for example, can Lara 
charge through some locked 
doors but not others? Why can 
she move certain large objects 
but she can't push a mattress out 


zer 


of the way? Why is there опіу опе 
person visible on the busy streets 
of Paris? And why is it a hooker? 
Why are some events only trig- 
gered by specific conversations, 
but if you reload your дате and 
have the exact same chat, the 
outcome isn't the same? Why can 
you kill a dog by kicking it a few 
times, but filling it full of bullets 
has no effect? Why, for that mat- 
ter, does Lara go around killing 


people even though she's avoid- 
ing a single murder charge? 
Why do peopte fall over and com- 
pletely disappear even if you've ` 
only punched them a couple of 
times? Why is such a big deal 
made of new-boy Kurtis' abilities. 
when he does so little with them? 
If he's such a ninja-Jedi-badass, 
why doesn't he act like one? 

The game is full of “what 
the..." moments, and more often: 
than not, they're simply because 
of crappy design. Angel is one of 
the stoppiest big-budget games. 
we've seen іп a long time, and 
given that it was three years in: 
the making, how can this be 
excusable? i wouldn't mind if the 
game was fun or enjoyable, but 
Ws not. It feels like it goes on for- 
way too long, and the high points: 
are few and far between, 
Ironically, given the darker and 
more urban vibe of the game 
early on, it's actually the bits 
where Lara is raiding tombs that 
really capture the imagination. 
Perhaps Core should remember 
what made Lara great originally: 
John Davison 
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TOMB RAIDER 


ТНЕ ANGEL OF DARKNESS 


Another one bites the dust 


Publisher: Eidos Developer: Core Design MSRP: $4999 ESRB: Teen. 
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FUTURAMA 


Just watch the show 


Publisher: Vivendi Universal 
Developer: UDS 
MSRP:54999 ESRB: Teen 
е have seen the future 
as done by the 3D third- 
person adventure 
Futurama, and it is 
filed with endless 
platforms to leap on, 
strange beings with 
overbites, alcoholic 
robots, and a 
bounty o/ 


junk to collect. Pleasantly 
dystopian and imbued with а 
sense of whimsy, this future 
comes cel-shaded and jam- 
packed with every platforming 
cliché its developers could 
eram ints il 
Futurama serves up a lost 
episode of the now-cancelled 
animated show, with the villain- 
ous Mom taking over the Earth 
and the beleaguered crew of the 
Planet Express attempting to 
set things right. Players take 
the role of the idiot manchild 
Fry, the one-eyed pitot Leela, 
Bender the foul-mouthed 
automaton, and the crustacean 
Dr. Zoidberg, Each has 
his/her/its own style of play 
and unique features: Fry goes. 
through his levels gunning down 
mutants and robots, Zoidberg 
can plow along on a mount, 
Bender can perform a bult- 
stomp, and so on. The variation 
among characters is minimal, 
however—the videogame equiv- 
alent of using red shoelaces 
instead of white ones. No matter 
which character is being cun- 
trolled the song remains the 
same and, though initially fun, 
it quickly becomes toneless. 
Jumping puzzles form 
the meat of play, with simple 
puzzles, item callection, fight- 
ing. and exploration rounding 
out the picture. For the most 
part, the platforming action is. 
remarkably forgiving, which: 
is a godsend since players; 
are forced to deal with a 
camera system that's obsti- 
nale at best. In cramped 
quarters, it's necessary to 
adjust and readjust the view, 
just as it's necessary to adjust 


and readjust it everywhere 
else, save for perhaps at the 
Pause screen. 

When Futurama stabs at cre- 
ativity, it often misses. One neat 
scene has Fry boarding a giant 
chicken robot to blast away at 
Mom's evil robots. The perspec- 
tive shifts to first person and 
players are expected to use 
lasers and missiles to decimate 
enemies, It's a welcome escape 
from hopping ол [insert random 
platform here], but so poorly 
done as to be almost unwork- 
able. Aiming here means 
battling with improperly tuned 
controls that are entirely too 
Sensitive; one tap of the analag 
slick jerks the crosshairs in the 
direction of frustration. 

The music, much of which is 
remixed from the show, bravely 
attempts to establish a sense 
of urgency, but ends up as an 
unwelcome distraction. At one 
point, Futurama offers up a 
musical gem whose entire lyrics 
seem to be, "One, one, one! One, 
one, one, three!" It's exactly the 
sort of techno-style unmusic we 
imagine dictator Adolf Hitter and. 
his squeeze Eva Braun to be 
making out to in the bowels of 
hell right this very minute. 

Solid voice acting from 
the entire cast of the show, 
unlockables aplenty, and cool 
quips almost—but not quite— 
sweeten the sour medicine that 
is Futurama to the point of 
redemption. It’s hard to hate 
Something this genuinely funny. 
Unfortunately, it's not particu- 
larly easy to love it, either. 
Greg Ortando 
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A tale of soul 


eternally told. 


This past holiday season, the 


ake а moment and think 
back on some of the 
real classics of gaming. 
You know, the Super Marios, the. 
Tetrises, the Pac-Mans. Those 
games, although very different, 
have three similarities. First, 
they're immediately accessible 
to anyone who picks them up, 
regardless of the player's level 
of gaming familiarity. Second, 
they offer an essentially flaw- 
less gameplay experience. 

You know, where every action, 
every motion—everything— 
feels absolutely perfect. And 
third, they're deceptively addic-. 
tive. Whoever thought control- 
ling a fat Little plumber ar 
stacking assorted blocks would 
capture the imaginations of 
a generation? 

I mention this because 
Sout Calibur И shares these 
traits. And if you ask me, it 
із ә classic in its own right. 
Never mind that it's one of 
the best fighters ever made— 


it's one of the best games strict part 
ever made. of the previ- 
It all began ous install- 


with its prede- ment would be 
enough to get 

excited over. | 
mean, the ability to 
play with the 

DualShock—the great- 

est controller ever— 
would make jt worth the 
purchase, But Namco's done the 
near-impossible by improving 
what was already the perfect 
fighting game. 1/6 nat the evo- 
lutionary leap some would have 
hoped for, but every portion of 
the game has been enhanced in 
some respect. 

Take, for example, the. 
graphics. Soul Calibur ! doesn't 
quite deliver the same "wow" 
factor that the original did tour 
years ago, But the visuals still 
blow just about every other 
fighting game's graphics out of 
the water. The animation is 
stunning, the backdrops are 
gorgeous, and the effects are 
better than ever. The character 
count hasn't increased all that 
much either, but at 23, do you 
really need more? Gameplay 
has also changed very little— 
and rightfully so, if you ask me. 


cessor, Soul Calibur on 
Dreamcast. Considered to be 
the consummate fighting game, 
it's one of the few titles to ever: 
récelve perfect scores from 
such magazines as Japan's 
Famitsu and our sister publica- 
tion Electronic Gaming Monthly. 
Unfortunately, because of the 
hardware it was on, Soul Calibur 
never reached the audience 
M deserved. 

The simple fact that Soul 
Calibur is now on PS2 (with 

its massive installed user 


Fi base) speaks volumes. А. 


Why mess with perfection? 

As with its predecessor, Soul 
Calibur I feels so right. It's easy 
enough for anyone to pick up 
and have a blast with, yet it's ' 
also so deep that it could take: 
you months to master the 
moves of your favorite charac- 
ters. E think this is what really 
sets SC2 apart from most other 
fighting games—it really does 
offer the best of both worlds. 

Regardless of whether you 
played the original Soul Calibur to 
death (as i have), you'll be 
hooked on this game for ages. Of 
course, the game's at its best 
when you've got friends to go up 
against [the tournaments get 
pretty wild here at OPM], but even: 
when you're playing solo, there's: 
59 much to do. The Weapon 
Master mode, in which you defeat: 
challenges to untock items, is an 
absolute blast—while it lasts. 
VF4: Evolution does һауе SC2 
beaten in this respect; there's a 
lot more to unlock and just gen- 
erally do in that game, But if 
you're like me, this matters little. 
Playing SC2 against the computer‘ 
is entirely rewarding. 

What else can i say? Soul 
Calibur I is brilliant. it's one of 
those extremely rare games that 
screams perfection. Fighting- 
game fan or not, Soul Calibur ЇЇ 
demands э place іп your gaming 
collection. Sorry Sega, but 
Namco has reclaimed its crown. 
Sam Kennedy 
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An instant classic 
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Publisher: Namco Developar: Мапко MSRP: $4995 ESRB: Teen 
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VIRTUA FIGHTER 4 © 


EVOLUTION - 


An improvement on “the best fighting game ever made" 


Publisher: Sega Developer: Sega АМО 


e were pretty bold іп our 
praise of Virtua Fighter 4 
last year, even going so 


far as to proclaim it the "best 
fighting game ever made” on our 
April 2002 cover. Soul Calibur ІІ, 
sitting pretty over there on the 
other page, is the only game to 
really challenge that claim, and 
this month, we've had a hard time 


$1999 ESRB: 


comparing the two. To 

make things that much more 
complicated, Sega has gone and 
done the unimaginable and has 
achieved two fairly incredible 
things. 1) It has improved upon 
the original Ma by tweaking the 
graphics, adding two new charac- 
ters (Goh the Judoka and Brad 
the Muay Thai kickboxer), going 


nuts with a new Quest mode that 
offers zillions of unlockables 
Ithere аге now 1,500 things to 
untock], and throwing іп some 
insane A.t. fighters modeled on 
Tokyo's best Ma players. 2) It’s 
releasing this version as the 
Greatest Hit release of M. 
meaning you get all this for half 
the price of the original game. 

Soul Calibur И was facing a 
strong defending champion with 
the original game, but Evo makes 
à very compelling case for itself. 

Ultimately, both games are so 
damn good, it's a tough call to say 
which really is the best. For my 
taste, | think SC2 is a more enjoy- 
able game, but that's just a 
reflection of my per- 
sonal feelings on 
the issue. If you're 
really hardcore, you 
may feel differently. | don't 
want that statement to belit- 
tle the quality of Evo either, 
because it really is an incredibly: 
impressive game. 

All of the things that made us 
go дада over the original M still 
stand. Its controls are near-as- 
damnit perfect, and the connec- . 
tion you feel between yourself 
and your fighter makes a game 
like Tekken 4 look like it's just 
fooling around. 

Last year, we said "the learn- 
ing curve of discovering the more 
elaborate moves is intuitive and 
certainly not too crazy," and that 
still stands with this version. You. 
can play Ғуо on many different 
levels; it's possible to get by asa 
button masher, but you're never 
going to be really good unless you 
study your chosen character and 
take some time to think about the. 
way you fight All the game's 
characters have a definitive style 
and rhythm to their fighting, and 
after some experimentation, 
you'll gravitate toward a particu- 
lar character because he or she 
feels just right. The two new 
characters expand on this poten- 
tial, but | stilt dig the returning 
characters, even a year later. 
What's interesting, though, is that 
if you were a big fan of the previ- 


ous release, your favorite fighters. 
now have an expanded array of 
moves that cover attacks, coun- 
ters, and defensive moves. Р 

Опе of the most impressive 
things about the game is that 
there's just so much of it. The 
Quest mode is huge and 
has all those unlock- 
ables, and the 
Training mode 
is so packed 
with coot 
ideas that 
you'll actually 
want to sit 
through them 
and learn the game 
in minute detail. 


Then, of course, 
there's the 
Versus mode, 
which, given the 
right kind of friends, 
can destroy a seriously 
large amount of your free 
time. Train yourself play- 
ing solo, hut the real fun is 
finding someone of similar 
ability and just playing and 
playing and playing. Time will 
simply disappear. 

A lot is being made of the fact 
that Evo looks much better than 
Ma. For me, the previous game 
looked pretty frickin' impressive 
to start with, so I'm not really 
sure what all the fuss is about. 
That said, Saga tells us there are 
no longer any jaggies in the 
graphics. | think you have to 
be wearing your extraspecial 
nerd glasses to really 
notice, especially if you're 
using a fairly good television, 
but ya know, whatever. If that 
kind of thing is important to 
you...you can sleep easy knowing 
that this is slightly better-looking 
than the $40 game. 

John Davison 
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don't watch television, 
(L a general rule. Oh, ГИ 
flip it on when I'm feeling 


bored оғ when | need to turn my 
brain aff for awhile, but there's 
nothing tm particularly commit- 
ted to watching on a weekly basis. 

There's just one exception: The 
Simpsons. Sunday nights are an 
event at my house, and missing 
a new episode feels sort of like 
forgetting my mom's birthday: it 
just ain't right. 

I'm telling you this because 
j liked Hit & Run a lot - but your 
mileage may vary depending on 
your Simpsons fandom quotient. 

Part of this is а result of the 
near-limitless array of in-jokes 
and episode references sprinkled 
throughout this virtual version of 
Springfield. You li plow through а 
field of Tomacco, pass billboards 
advertising the new area codes, 
and take a shortcut through the 
Stonecutters Hidden Tunnel. 
You'll drive Marge's Canyonero, 
Professor Frink's hover car, and 
the monstrosity Homer designed 
for his brother's car company. 
And you'll conduct missions that 
require you to collect "flatmeat 
for Cietus, round up monkeys for 
Dr. Nick's experiments, or chauf- 
feur Comic 8ook Guy as he races 
another nerd to be the first to 
register his disgust about the 
new McBain film on the 
Internet. There are more 
goodies here than even а 
diehard fan could possibly 
digest in a single sitting. 
The best part about the 
game, though, is that it's 

the first Simpsons title 
that approaches the 
entertainment value 
of the show itsetf. While 
there's a great deal of 
episode referencing going 

on, there's also loads of new 

dialogue (recorded, of course, by 
ali the actual voice actors from 
the show). One of the funniest 
segments is when Bart walks 
you through the controls of the 
game—all the while making 
asides about what a crappy job it 
is to have to do the tutorial 
in a videogame. The 
result is that, in 
spite of the prob- 
lems the game has, 
it's a genuinely enter- 


THE SIMPSONS 


Knee-slapping, but not earthshaking 


Publisher: Vivendi Universal Developer: Radical MSRP: $4999 ESRB: Teen’ 
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taining experience, generating 
more laughs than, say, just about 
any first-season episode. 

But the game does have prob- 
lems. Chief among them is the 
fact that there are really only a 
handful of mission types: race, 
follow, chase-and-destroy, and 
collect. That's pretty much it. The 
specifics change from mission to 
mission, but the general frame- 
work is depressingly monoto- 
nous. This is compounded by the 
fact that, while there are 49 main. 


The price of Maggie Simpson, 


‘according to the cash tegistes in the 
opening credits of The Simpsons. 


missions spanning seven levels, 
the game takes place in only 
three locations, with mainly со5- 
metic differences between them. 
The good news is that there 
are scads of collectibte items 
scattered throughout each level, 
giving those of you with an obses- 
sive collective disorder something, 
to keep you busy until the next 
season starts. 
Joe Rybicki 
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THE ITALIAN JOB 


Crap movie, crap game 


Publisher: 
Developer. 
MSRP. ` ESRB 
t's the game no one 
| jasked for based оп the 
/ movie no one liked that 

starred Mark Wahlberg and Ed 
Norton. The italian Job's reason 
to be is simply to try and 
squeeze some dollars out 
of a summer movie that was 
nowhere near as successful as 
some people apparently hoped it 
would be It's as though Cumax 
had just crapped out a mediocre 
driving game and Eidos some- 
how managed to pick up the 
rights to the flick from 
Paramount (which produces the 
Tomb Raider movies] for a couple 
of beers and a bag о! peanuts. 
It's like a feeble attempt at a 
mission-based driving game 
[think Midnight Club or Driver or 
something, 1 guess—it's hard to 
tell since it's so half-hearted] 
with Mint Coopers thrown in for 
really obvious movie “flava 


The way the flick has been 
shoehorned in is laughable at 
best The story is essentially а 
badly scripted and appallingly 
acted-out series of mind-numb- 
ing justifications for making you 
drive around Los Angeles 

Drive the Minis here" it says. 
Oh, no, ‘now drive them here 
OK then. "Now drive three more 
of them back over here again. 
Why? What was wrong with 
where they were earlier? 

In a pathetic attempt to spice 
things up a bit, the game also 
features a rating system based 
on the stunts you perform. 
Seeing as these stunts seem to 


involve nothing more elaborate 
than simply falling off the curb 
in a controlled manner, you 
often find yourself being award- 
ed a bonus for something you 
had no idea you'd done in the 
first place. Coupled with this 
system is the game's annoying 
tendency to make уси get stuck 
on certain parts of the environ- 


ment Seeing as every mission 
ın the game is against the c 
being suddenty attached to a 
tree or a lamppost is far from 
conducive to good gameplay 

At the end of each chunk of 
story you're given a rating 
based on your performance. It 
rattles off a tong list of different 
criteria this rating 15 based on 
but ultimately it all seems 
inconsequential. Getting a 
passing grade for a level is 
really just prolonging the agony 
You can, of course, not bother 
with the story, bul what's the 
point of that? There's a Stunt 
mode, which would be good if 
not for the aforementioned 


environment-sticking problem, 
and there's a Free Roaming 
mode that is nowhere near fun 
enough to justify even existing 
in the first place 

This is nof a good game 
John Davison 
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ast year, Sega had the 
ESPN license for NFL 2K3, 
but it didn't do much with 


it. Beyond a logo and a Bottom Line 
to update you on the latest scores, 
there just wasn't very much associ- 
ating the game with the Total 
Sports Network. Well, you need 
only look at the name of the game 
formerly known as NFL 2К6 to 
realize this just isn't the case any- 
more. And unlike almost every 
other sports game bearing the net- 
work's name in the title, Е5РМ NFL 
Football won't disappoint you. 

As soon as you make it to the 
Main Menu screen, the ESPN-ness 
of it all hits you аз the camera 


— 
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pans about a 3D rendering of the 
NFL Countdown studio. Choose 
your teams, and Chris Berman fills 
you in on the strengths of each 
club, picks a key player, and even 
plays Swami with a prediction. 
From there, it's no-name announc- 
ers as usual, but they're compe- 
tent enough not to seem out of 
place. Boomer chimes in again at 
halftime to fill you in an the high- 
lights—something he doesn't do at 
the end of a game. 

Aside from the ESPN associa- 
tion, you can't beat the general 
presentation that Visual Concepts 
visually conceptualizes for us. 
Whether it's fans in the stands all 
painted up in team colors, great- 
looking players fraternizing on the 
sidelines, the use of a telestra- 
tor during replays, or just the 
superior crowd noise, ESPN 

easily tops Madden in the 
presentation department. 
It's got a lot going 
for it during gameplay. 
too. After you've 
chosen your plays 
froma selection 
menu that's more 
user-friendly than 
Madden's, it's the same 
solid action you've come 
to expect from 
Sega 


football games. The play anima- 
tlons are beautiful and accurate 
{Ricky Williams helps push his 
blockers forward when he has 
nowhere in go, for example), and 
the player A. l. feels spot on. | also 
like charging up for a more power- 
ful juke оғ spin move by holding 
down X (even if ld rather use the 
button for a constant speed boost, 
as in Madden). However, my run- 
ning-game experience seems a bit 
inconsistent—it's usually either a 
loss of two or a gain of at least six. 
And not trusting your running 


game can make winning some- 


thing of a chore. 

If you don't win, your owner 
won't be too happy іп Franchise 
mode expect to hear about it in 
your e-mail inbox, along with 
injury reports, trade offers, etc. іп 
managing this sort of stuff, don't 
be surprised if you spend as much 
time not playing football as you do 
out on the field. 

Furthering this cause is The 
‘Crib, your virtual home. And you 
can proceed to decorate it with all 
sorts of NFL memorabilia earned 
by accomplishing tasks during 

gameplay. You can even earn the 
right to play minigames like air 


m average scure of all 37 games with an 
p (ESPN license reviewed to date (across ай 
platforms), according to gamerankings.com. 


hockey. Win or lose, you want to 
keep playing games just to see 
what cool things you'll be able tc 
unlock next. 

Yet, with all it has going for it, 
ESPN still feels like it's missing 
samething. It drives me crazy Iry- 
ing to figure out what (hat “some- 
thing” is. and this is all con come 
up with: it lacks that certain 
“oomph” I get out of EA football 

Still, | can see why a lot of 
gamers might prefer ESPN. 
if you've always been one of these 
people, you still will be. And if you 
haven't yet experienced Sega's 
brand of football, it's definitely 
worth a taste test. Who knows, 
you might just end up with a new. 
favorite football game. 

Chris Baker 
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ESPN NFL FOOTBALL 


Great...but missing 


the "oomph" 


Publisher: Sega Developer: Vi — Concepts MSRP: $4999 ESRB: Everyone 


HUT HUT 2! AW, CRAP 
The PSI version of Madden NFL 96 was canried due to technical diffituites, 
giving the GameDay franchise a head start in the 32-bit gridiron wars. 


MADDEN NFL 2004 22; 


Boring us again with its greatness 


Publisher: EA Sports Devaloper: Tiburon MSRP: 4999 ESRB: Everyone 
getting kind of bored with 


d 

Madden. Oh, not in a bad 
way, mind you. You're just tired of 
the fact that the franchise man- 
ages to top itself every year. Can't 
Tiburon do something to screw it 
up? Some ill-advised new direc- 
tion to lead it, so you as a reader 


as ever. What's new? 

Actually, there is something. 
new that—as you may have 
guessed (yawnj—only improves 
the action. In the greatest innova- 
tion for the right analog stick 
since Ape Escape, you can use the 
usually useless Dual Shock 
appendage for Playmaker con- 


T you're like me, you're 


have something unexpected to trol, which essentially calls audi- 
take in during this review, and | as 4 
а critic can enjoy lambasting it? - 


Nope. Instead, you're stuck there 
reading a bunch of boring ol 
relentless praise. Just like 
always. So here goes. 

If you've played Madden on 
PS2 at all, you know about its 
fantastic core gameplay. Passing 
feels right, the running game 
functions as welt as you can hope 
for, and the A. l. generally 
responds property. Yep, so the 
game of football you get with 
Madden NFL 2004 is just as great 
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bles prior to the snap and even 
during gameplay. Before the QB 
gets Ihe ball, Playmaker acts as 
а sort of alternate hot-route 
system on offense. This also 
alters ihe running game; at this 
time, defending safeties can 
adjust their intentions as well. 
Once the pigskin is hiked, use 
the right analog to alter your 
closest receiver's route; on 
defense, react immediately to 
the play by sending your backs 
іс either pursue the run or 
anticipate a pass. Just аз you'd. 
freakin’ expect, it works bril- 
liantly. Big surprise 

And Tiburon couldn't settle for 
improving only Madden's core 
gameplay. Nope. It had to go and 
add considerable depth to the 
Franchise mode by making you à 
team owner. Now, for as many as 
30 seasons, you partake in a ver- 
itable football RPG, doing every- 
thing from hiring and firing 
coaches and building а new sta- 
dium land | do mean building— 
you create it from the ground 
up in one of 17 billion dil- 
ferent ways) to moving 
your team and estab- 
lishing the price of a 
hot dog. 

John Madden likes 
hot dogs. He also likes 
to provide color com- 
mentary to Al Michael's 
once again fantastic 
play-by-play. it's all 
part of the stellar, 
polished presenta- 
tion you've come to 
expect in Madden. 

And they've even 

gone and improved 
this aspect with more 
interesting replays, 
some of which you see 
on the Play Selection 
screen (in between the 
offensive and defensive 
formation lines]. | must 
say, however, that some of 
the between-plays player 
animations they've used 
for years could use a 
face-lift. (Hey, whadd'ya 
know?! À seminegative 
remark!) 

Last year, Madden's online 


system badly needed а face-lift as_ 


well—it was probably the easiest 
thing to complain about. Well, it 
got one. Now, you and your pals 
can participate in online tourna- 
ments and chat live via headset. 
There's even a cheater filter to 
keep the morons out there hon- 
est, and you can get credit for a 
win even if your opponent pulls. 
the plug. v 
Madden 2004 won't tet you 
down in any way. Yep, Tiburon's 
gotta go and give us а new great- 
est NFL game ever made. Again. 
And they'll probably do it көкіп" 
next year. 
Chris Baker 
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RAPMICS. 

ESPN: The player models look scanty 
nete and thes gameplay anma 
боп are top покі 
Madden ESPN looks бете everywnes 


ESPN: Overall, a great game that some 
might even prefer to Madden. K just. 
lacks that certain “oomph.” 

Madden Once again, it's the best NFL 
football game ever made. Did you 
expect anything less? 


‘Wheres 
Lionel when 
you need him? 


1 can only do this once, because 
1 need to use this item | got from 
the Seraphl 


DISGAEA: 
HOUR OF DARKNESS 


More than just gratuitious quirkiness 


Publisher: Atlus 


Developer: Nippon khi 
MSRP: 54999 ESRB: Teen 


ome bad games are 
S merely bad, but others. 
N have a good game strug- 


gling to break out: Rhapsody on. 
PS1 is an example of the latter. 
Its winning cast of characters. 
and lighthearted story Is 
dragged down by the absence о! 
challenge or gameplay. 
Developer Nippon Ichi has 
improved with every attempt 
since Ihun, and Atlus has givanı it 
à second chance by releasing 
Disgaea: The Hour of Darkness. 
IF's Nippon Ichi's best game ta 
date, and it fulfills the develop- 
er's early promise. 
The humor and 
breezi- 


ness in the story line is some- 
thing that the developer already 
has down pat, so naturally, it's 
back in Disgaea. The star of the 
game is Lahari, who overslept 
for so long that rival demons 
started vying for his late father's 
throne in the Netherworld. With 
the help of his Etna, his vassal, 
and Flonne, an inquisitive angel- 
in-training, he begins the task of 
showing all claimants who's. 
really the boss of the under- 
world. If you liked Okage: 

Shadow King, there's a similar 
vibe here, stemming from wacky 
elements like an assassin too 
polite to carry out her duty and а 
bunch of hapless penguin 
flunkies prone to exploding. 

The extradimensional setting 
powers both of Disgaea's innova- 
tions on familiar strategy-RPG 
elements. А dark assembly of 
demonic senators presides over: 
many aspects of the game, 
Including character creation, 

battlefield conditions, and 
the quality of the shops ir 
your home castte. To get sena- 
tors to see things your way, 
you'll have to either bribe them 
with goads or bring them in line 
by force. 

Equally important is the item 
world, which allows you to treat 
every item in your possession—. 
from a pack of used gum to the 
most powerful sword in the 
game—as its own pocket dimen- 
sion with dozens and dozens of 
battlefields. By defeatina 
“floors” of each item, you can 
open Up options to manipulate 
some of its statistics. The result 
is an extremely robust and flexi- 


ble item-creation system, and 
one that offers hours upon 
hours of gameplay beyond the 
main story. 

Not that the main game is 
acking—one of the most wel- 
come improvements upon 
Rhapsody is the presence of 
some real difficulty. Battlefield 
layouts, like running a gauntlet 
of 17 warriors, require real 
‘thought and planning to maneu- 
ver past, and you'll probably find 
yourself just barely eking out a 
victory against some of the 
tougher challenges. 

Disgaea isn't all good, of 
course, In terms of graphical 
prowess, the developer is like a 
kid who refuses to dip a toe т 
the deep end of the роо! after 
learning how to swim. The 
sprites are well animated, and 
the large character portraits get 
a generous range of expres- 
sions, but the 3D environments 
are serviceable at best. The 
well-localized text is also 
marred by poorly voiced English 
dialogue. Fortunately, Disgaea is 
another in Ihe trend of bilingual 
games, so you can listen to the 
Japanese vocal (rack on top of 
the well-done Danny 
Elfman-inspired score. 

The fact that a small develop- 
er can produce something this 
polished is impressive, and the 
fact that Atlus saw fit to publish. 
it here is heartwarming. Even if 
there were a wealth of strategy 
RPGs on PS2, genre fans could 
do much worse than Disgaea. 
Mich Maragos 
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a shooter called The Hive, which came out in the first year of the PS1 sie 


SPLASHDOWN: 


SORDID PAST 


Though best known for racers, one of Rainbow Studios first games was (ar р 


RIDES GONE WILD |, 


Much, much better than you'd think 


U admit it. i wasn't 

terribly excited about 

Rides Gone Wild (aka 
Splashdown 2}. The developer 
took my favorite feature of the 
original game—the stunning, 
almost photo-realistic environ- 
ments—and threw it out the 
Window. This sort of thing hap- 
pens to me ай the time (see; 
Bombasticl. Im starting to get 
used to it. 

Anyway, | was a fool for 
doubting Rainbow, because not 
only has the developer delivered 
a solid racer and a satisfying 
sequel, it's gone well above and 
beyond the call of extreme- 
sports-racing duty. 

How, you ask? Two words: 
Downtown Downpour, I'd been 
pleasantly surprised with all the 
levels up to the point when | 
encountered this one [five or six 
tracks into the Career mode on 
Pro difficulty). | immediately quit 
out of Career and jumped into 
this level in the free-roaming 
Practice mode. This is quite pos- 
sibly the coolest level | have ever 
seen in any kind of racing game. 
It's like the designers tooked at 
the SSXs and Jet X20s of the 
world, snickered, and said, “ОК, 
boys, step aside and let us show 
you how it's done." 

You won't find any screens of 
Downtown Downpour on this 
page because | don't want to 
spoil it for you. But let me give 
you a little teaser: Imagine being 
stuck in a small river-town in 
the midst of a very, very bad 


pe 


flood, with nothing bul a Sea Dae 
to keep you occupied. It rocks. 
I'm also very pleasantly sur- 
prised by a concept | originally 
thought would be pretty hokey: 
the “storytelling” aspect of the 
levels. Turns out, this is often 
mare entertaining than not, and 
isn't half as distracting as | 
expected. Each level evolves as 
you go through it; usually, the 
second lap gives you a little 
taste of what's to come, and then 
on the third lap, they really try to 
wow you. On the whole, it works. 
Graphically, the game is gor- 
geous. There's an undeniable 
shift into an over-the-top car- 
toony style that's quite a depar- 
ture from the original game. 
What's surprising is how good it 
turned out. | was expecting 
something along the order of all 
the other extreme-racing 
garnes, but there's some real 
style here. Some of the best 
looking levels even have a look 
that approaches cel-shading. 
There's also a ton more to 
this game than the original. 
More tracks, more modes, more: 
riders, more everything. Plus, 
Rainbow brought back the sys- 
tem it used in ATV Offroad Fury 2, 
which allows you to open ир 
everything by “buying” new 


items with points. You can still 
open things up by beating 
Career mode and meeting other 
goals, but you don’t have to do it 
that way if you don't want to. 

So, lots and lots of stuff to 
like about Rides Gone Wild. My 
only complaint їз that there 
aren't more levels like 
Downtown Downpour, more lev 
els that blow the doors off your 
expectations. There's a lot of 
innovation, but there's also a lo! 
af run-of-the-mill cartoon- 
racer clichés: the ice level, the 
pirate ship, the haunted castle, 
and so on. 

A few clichés aren't reason 
enough to miss this game, 
though—nat by а long shot 
Joe Rybicki 
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Burnout Acclaim 
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Capcom vs SNK 2 Capcom 
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UPPER BODY LEVEL 2 
Area, Paris 


Upgrade Type Gr 
Lara of 


UPPER BODY LEVEL 
Area: Р 1 


UPPER BODY LEVEL 6 UPPER BODY LEVEL 
Area: Louvre Gallerı 
Upgrade Type: Shoul 4 Upgrade Туре: 


After shimmyt vi ara Lar 


UPPER BODY LEVEL 8 
Area: The Hall of Seaso Area: Monstrum Crime 5 


Upgrade Type. 


LEVEL 10 
Area: Vauk of Trophies 
Upgrade Type: Pull Chai 
Near the end of the Vauk о 
kophies, Lara winds up i 
oom with two knights and 
ігу. Pull the large 


45 Lara pul 
aises the tapestry. 
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LEVEL 4 

Ағас: Louwe Galleries. 
Upgrade Type: Push Objec 
Lara pumps up her am 
strength by pushing а smal 
display case near the Mon 


to move a larger case in ihe 
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NCAA FOOTBALL 2004 


Turning your school's chumps into champs in just а few hours 


It's a harsh but unavoidable reality of 
college football: With more than 100 nds а bit tough giv our 
teams in the game, only а handful f V 

stand a legitimate shot at going all r 


the way. And wouldn't you know it r work your favorit 

Your alma mater will be Lucky to hit w an 1 v ] 1۴ 

the .500 mark. Sure, it's your dream national champ hip + Play at [umor Varsity difficulty. | 

to take the play of your Northern few not n р 1 

Arızona Lumberjacks or Western 50 

llinos Leathernecks to the level of an method, w 

Омо State or a Miami, but you just isl 

don't 5ee that happening. di lir t * Give your schedule some validity. 
Well, we do. It may take som Ir-st 

patience, but by following one of the 


i 
CREATE A PLAYMAKER OR TWO 
If you're going to win enough to 
ttention, you'll d 


following two paths, you'll find your 
school competing with the best of 
them every year in Dynasty mode. 


> Make every game an overtime 


i Mike бот! 


If you're patient fand really good!], you was enoug ] 
can earn your school some legitimate 5 


prestige simply by winning every game sending hi IVE wn 

you play The only ир we can give you axed out п T қ * Make sure you win. 

here? Make things easier by playing afely or wick returner Have J) d nt ihe St 4t 
on Junior Varsity. You ll still have а maxed out halfbac« will 


tough time, though your са 
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IT'S ALL ABOUT RESPECT 

Eam prestige as you win championships 
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Теат Pre s. Keep in mind that national cham- 
pionships and three, too. (No. 262!) 
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www.soulcalibur.com 
You dont spell n For all your бош Cafibur weeds 
like that really. Character bios, background, the works. 


SOUL CALIBUR II 
5 Tips to raise your fighting calibur 


ed 
ee mole: Ao иту Jke "е nest а/ us? Wan? Oh; well yov jw 
ne 
un ut u · ERR 

4 wmprove your chances at survival, regardless of which character you use. 


Yeah, К sounds like some kind of gas- 
‘tronomicat trapeze trick, but it's actu- 
ally a vital game mechanic in SCZ, 
especially if you get ringed-out a lot 
The big secret is this: you can contro 
your character when isin the air, anû 
doing 50 is vital when you're trying tc 
‘avoid failing out of the ring after = 
‘throw, or getting out of the way of 
isome character s vicious follow-up 
— tme —-— . 4 е хе кенен = ЕКС 


You know how most arenas in SC? have 
walls in them? They're not there by 
accident. and they certainty aren't dec- 
orations. They're actually there so you 
can beat the crap of your enemies 
against them. And guess what? They 
actually do damage. The trick is to get 


your opponent close to a wall, beat 
‘them to within an inch of their life with. 
учиг feverita combs, and watch the 
extra damage stack. It’s embarrassing lor them, effective for you, and, as one 
would imagine, fun for the wall. 


.- 9 ---ч.-.......- V Sur ee 
the floor with them for at least as long as it takes for them to learn to do this 
——+ Cap U pis ha pu prised eism many Sanoat Simca der de 
qmm e Ia مده‎ Dok واھ‎ Passi iod goes V + ж-е > 
6 жі and Leas them vulnerable ік + momy + we e p ш 
mmc Nou мәуе Басе "аг: sitim ck: бағ û ee CTD. ys com 4 Ж. t 
qm <= mdi QUAD # «+ > gh a rro RACK жел lm e m 
attack. Note that both of these will work for mid-range attacks. 
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CASSANDRA 
She rocks, hard 
Nightmare might have that huge 
sword, but Cassandra is а spec- 
tacular fighter. Start wailing on 
some of her fancier moves and 
she can run rings around anyone. 


Use the Guard Impact if you want to play like a pro 


(ж юй». PlayStation Magazine 


WHO WAS CASSANDRA? Cassandra (also called Alexandra) is the Trojan seeress who was 


ргеду heavy with the prophecies thanks to some input from Apollo), but no-one ever believed her. 
Most famous prophecy? She knew about the Trojan Horse thing before it happened. True story. 


Checked out the demo of Soul Calibur 2 
on this month's demo disc? No? Well 
what (he hock are you waiting Юг! Here's 
an introduction ta the two playable char- 
acters featured in the demo. 


WHY CHOOSE HER? 

Like Sophitia in Soul Edge, 
Cassandra is very agile and can pull off 
some fantastic moves. Give her a try! 


‘SOME BASIC MOVES 
Slide Flood 9,58 
Reverse Mirage ».0,2 
Splash Bust 3,0 
көше — — 1 Haly Middle Kick e.g 
5C2 sure as hell ain't a 2D fighting ^ = spire Angel Squash ГЕР 
— m س سات‎ а ee Aeolus Turn 0+® 
55 "ы өте Seraphim Kicks “+0,06 
Ln Catharsis Star е. О. 
MI, уан ican су mm ж TRY THESE COMBOS 
— — — 2 1. G. 49.5 
—ͤ—ũ—ꝓ 9 — — 2. O0. G. 0 
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= yg e aing auga nevina in for throws, and gemacally con- 
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WHY CHOOSE MM? 

4 Simply put, Nightmare is pew 
erhouse. His sword has a massive reach 
and his moves inflict tons of damage. 
SOME BASK MOYES 
Stash Cross 
Double Grounder 
Gauntlet Buster 
Backspin Slash 


STAGE 3 


b 


4'33'46 


Night Back Stano} S40 

Armor Pierce *6,6,6 
" Dark Bite “о 
Е Rook Splitter э 

TRY THESE COMBOS 

19 О, *. 

2. $% + hold O, , O« ® 

3. . 0, 

4 O9, ^o 


— ERM— -і 
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pets one Soni Charge өш е i 
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— p cher iip — SOME NEW FACTS 

down, it gets more intense, There A wen reed. Oe wani often 
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- Meee oe ee we ee 
Assassin э ебати nima with a sword, and 
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Red Facuon И 


THO $$$ G 

Bam BOE 63 
epee SESH ad 
Сарсот DEDA 


Reign of Fire 
Reinen Evil Софи Vassara K 
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RATING — DESCEYPTION 


Rez Sega ЖЕ 
Ridge Racer V Namco 9%%%4 
Riding Spints Bam DEDA 
Ring of Red Konami QER 
RLH Run bke Hell. Interplay dedo 
Road тр Conspiracy @@@Ф 
Rocky Ubi Sok ФФФФ 
Robot Alchemic Drive Enx SRO 
Robotech Battlecry TOK @@@ 
Romance of the Three Kingdoms VII Кое DGI 
RTX Red Rock lucasArts BB 
Rugby EA Sports BEDS 
EA бәтес SD 
Toke 2 %%4 
Тесто BERRI 
Eidos #99 
Savage Skies Bam 6%% 
Scooby-Doo, Night of 100 Frights THO eese 
Tine Sem hne Krg Ber at ne Akbar U FR 
Conspiracy S 
Sega dodo 
Sega Sports 8% 
Sega Sports PORR 
Midway BEDS 
Konamı RRR 


Rumble Racing 
Rune Viking Warlord 

Rygar The Legendary Adventure 
Salt Lake 2002 


Seek and Destroy 

Sega Bass Fishing Duel 

Sega Soccer Slam 

Sega Sports Tennis 

Shadow Hearts 

Shadow of Destiny 

Shadow Мап. 2econd Coming Adam dede 

Shaun Palmer's Pro Snowboarder Activision. BB 

Shifters: 300 Ф 

Shinobi Sega GEDI 

Shox EA Sports Big #484 

Shrek Super Party TOK Mediactive 694 

fient N Emm) 90050 = 

Silent Hill 3 Копат $ed 71 

Silent Line: Armored Core Age RHR 70 

Silent Scope Konam ФФФ 39 
Konami PPMI 49 
Konami PEPI 

Worlang Designs EERI 

The Зопреоле: Road Rage Кәлен FRR 

The Simpsons Skateboarding EA Games 69 

The Sims EA Games $$$ 

Anus BERE 

Sky Odyssey Activision DES 

Sled Storm елек ES 

Smash Cats MeuojD ®®99 л 

Smash Court Tennis Pro Toumament Namco S 56 

Smagsiers Run Inka CPO n 

Smuggler Kun 2 Ное Territory Rockstar BBRR 52 

Soccer America: метанола! Cup. HotB ФФ 48 

Soccer Mania EA/Lego PPPE 59 
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Silent Scope 2 
Silent Scope 3 
Sılpheed The Lost Planet 


Sky Gunner 


SILENT HILL 3. 


All five bosses, all five puzzles (in Regular difficulty, anyway) 


SPLITWORM 

Location: Alternate Shopping Mall 

In Regular difficulty, this beastie isn't tough at 
all. The worst part is guessing which of the six 
tunnels he's going to pop out of, so keep moving 


around and tapping R2— that way, you'll lock on to 


him as soon as he shows his рһаШіс mug. Once 
you've got his location, the rest is easy: Stay out of 
his reach until he epens up his shell, then pop three 
slugs inia him. It shouldn't take more than a clip 
or two to give this guy a really bad day. Don't feel 
bad for him, though; since it's the last day of his 
lífe, things can't possibly get any worse. 


‘MISSIONARY 

Location: Apartment Building 

This guy is definitely tougher than of Splitsville, 
but there's not much more technique. The trick 
is to get him to rush at you, but not be there when he 
arrives — just move off to the side. He'll lash out and 
leave you a great opening. This is a perfect 
opportunity to use the Shotgun |remember, the 
closer you are to your target with this weapon, 
the greater the damage). He has two different _ 
attacks: One is a slow lunge, the other is а quick: 
‘slash that cannot be blocked. 


LEONARD ` 

Location: Alternate Hospital 

Leonard: pure textbook paranoid, schizoid, psy- 
chopath, with a hell of a reach. And on top of it 
all, he сап scuttle around like an undersea cock- 
roach, making it tough to keep a bead on him. 
Your best bet is to held dewn R2 and L2, which will: 
keep Heather turned toward him as long as he's 
in range. When he surfaces, try not to be right in 
front of him, or he'll thwack you with his 
grotesque arms. Keep layimg into him frem the 
moment he breaks the surface and you'll keep him 
50 busy he won't have a chance to swing. 


ALESSA. 

Location; Amusement Park: 

Alessa has four different forms, but you really 
need only two tactics for her. In the first and third 
forms [when she's carrying the Knife and the 
Pipe, respectively], keep your distance and use your 
'Piswol. In the second and fourth forms [Pistol and 
Submachine Gun), get in dose and use the Katana. 
Be careful, though: She's pretty good at blocking 
direct attacks, so you'll be much more likely to 
land a blow on her if you block one of her attacks: 
first. Hope you have some Health Drinks handy. 


THE GOD 

Location: The Church 

The God starts off standing; you can back off and 
wait and she will eventually lie down, or you can 
‘shoot her in the face twice with your Pistol and bring 
her dewn quickly. Once she’s down, any close-up 
attack will earn a bone-jarring smack. So, if you 
have lots of ammo but little health, stay outside 
the semicircle on the floor and fire away. |4 you have 
lots of health but little ammo, use yeur Katana er 
Maul to get cose and take the hits. if you have по. 
health and na amma, well, you're screwed. ~ 
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SHAKESPEARE 

Location: Bookstore 

You've no doubt figured out that you need to pick 
up all ine books and place them on the shell in 
ап order that allows you to read the numbers on 
their spines. However, it's very easy to miss Ihe 
fact that there are feur numbers—ene often falls into 
‘the cracks between two books. The numbers 
change randomly with each new game, so we, 
can't tell you exactly what they'll Бе. Just keep 
shultling those books around until you see four 
numbers evenly spaced across the book spines. 


С ALGEBRATASTICH 


Location: Brookhaven Hospital, Second Floor 

Try to figure this one out in your head and you'll 
go insane. Instead, let's examine what we know 
in algebraic terms: We've got four digits (a, b, c, 
and d). The second is twice the third (b = 20). The. 
fourth is half the first (а = 2d). So now our four 
digits are 2d, 2c, c, and d. We also know that c is 
less than d (which means 2c is less than 24) and 
that three of the numbers have values greater 
than three. And since the first two digits have to 
Бе even numbers more than four and less than 
‘nine, there's only one possible solution: 8634. 


Location: Brookhaven Hospital 

This one shouldn't be as hard as it is—just enter 
the time from the clock into the briefcase lock— 
but there's this one little wrinkle that some рео- 


|; ple overtook. Let's say the clock reads 10:58. You 


enter 1058 into the combination tock, and... 
nothing. But remember that there are 24 hours 
in the day. and 10:58 PM is known, in seme coun- 
tries, as 22:58. Inside the briefcase, you'll get a 
Polaroid camera - take that down into the base- . 
ment to photograph the back of the bloody shelf ~ 
and you'll get the code for the third floor, ET 


CREMATORIUM 
Location: Alternate Hospital, Sub-Sub-Basement 
All those numbers! If you knew the right order ta 


. put them in, you'd be able to retrieve the 


Cremated Key. Luckily, there's a diagram right in 
front of your nose, on the door of the crematori- 
um. It shows a series of four Roman numerals in 
positions that change randomly with each new 

game. Position | is the first number to enter into 
the lock, position Il is the second, and so оп, Just - 
use the diagram as a map of the roem; the numbers з. 

the lock are written in blood at the feet of the tables. 


TAROT CARDS 1 

Location: Alessa's Bedroom 

Luckily, this one doesn't change Irom game to 
game. The riddle in the sketchbook сап be а bit 
ambiguous due to the fact that both The Moon 
and The Eye of Night can be associated with “the 
night sky,” so here are the proper positions for 
the five cards: The Hanged Man-botrom center; The 
High Priestess—middle teft: The Eye of Night-upper left; 
Тһе Fool-middie right; The Moon-upper right. Oh, and 
in case you get stuck in the church shortly after 
this point. use the pendant. 
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(Oona шен The Angel of Darkness Eidos K. n 
Hero аго a few undocumented Lara moves to prolong the agony 
HANDSTAND While hanging from a lodge hold L1 and press f 
SWAN DIVE While standing hold LL den f. and tap О 
BACK FLIP With your back to a ledge. hold Li and press X 
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WOTM 
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In War of the М 
how de 
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fropungie 
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You need а save from 
Twisted Metal Black 
on your 
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game beaten wit} 
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û ve Gor that, load 
up WOTM with tha 
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Ayam’ î out 
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Eidos W Ш 
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102 Dalmatians Puppies 10 the Rescue 
2002 НЕА World Cup. 


№ C 2 Г" 1 
Ace Combat 3 Electrosphere Namo KR 31 
Aces of the Aur Agetec 9 64 
Acuon Bass Таке 2 ded y 


Action Man Operation Extreme 
Ам Hockey 
Akuy the Heartless 


Hasbro & А 
Mud Duck xig 70 
Crystal Dynamics W 18 
Sony CEA WR A5 
Rockstar № 2 

Fox Interactive. ЖЭР 38 
Mud Duck. ЖЖЖ n 
Ареке ER 56 
Infogrames K, 47 


Aladdin in Nasıras Revenge 

Alexi Latas International Soccer 

Ahen Resurrection 

All Star Racing 2 

All Star Slammin D ball 

Alone in the Dark. The New Nightmare. 


Nundra Working Designs WU E а 
Mundra 2 Actonsion & 32 
The Amazing Virtual Sea Monkeys Conspracy 44 66 
‘American Pool Mud Duck. & n 
Anımanıacs Ten Pin Alley ASC ФФ U 
Animorphs Shattered Reality Infogrames №9 3 


Apocalypse Activision ROR 16 
Arc the Lad Colfection. Working Designs FERE 52 
Arcade Party Pak Midway Seded 28 
Arcades Greatest Hits Atan Coltecvon 2 Midway #49 ? 
Arcades Greatest Hits Midway Collection 2 Midway Side 4 
Armored Core Sony CEA WM 3 
Armored Core Master of Arena Agen R a 
Aimonnes Project 5 WA RM Aclam 9 % 


Army Меп Аш Attack 300 K 27 
Army Меп Air Attack 2 300 køk 39 
Army Men Green Rogue 300 89 “ 
Army Men Sarges Heroes 300 58 » 
Army Men Sarges Heroes 2 300 жз 40 
Army Men World War 300 %4 и 
Army Men World War Final Front. 300 di “ 
Army Men World War - Land, Sea, Air 300 #49 3 
Arthur! Ready to Race The Learning Co. & 42 


Assault Midway d&& 15 


Atan Anniversary Edition Redux Infogrames dp E] 
Atlantis The Lost Empire. HEA KERR 48 
АТУ Quad Power Rang Acdaim Ф 39 
Auson Powers Pinball Gotham Games dd 64 
Auto Destruct Elecom Arts. FER 6 
Azute Dreams Konami XRF и 
Backstreet Billiards Asc FERO 15 
Ball Breakers Take 2 K 36 
Ballisne Infogrames SF 27 
Baseball 2000 Imerplay W a 
Bass Landing Кек FER? 26 
Bass Rise Bandai FRR 28 
Batman & Robin Acdaım Ж в 
Batman Beyond Retum of the Joker Ubi Soft 9 39 
Batman Gotham (пу Racer Ubi Soh 88 46 
Ваше Hunter Agetec BE 48 
Вапіелапх Global Assaut 300 жз a 
Beast Wars Hasbro #4 J 
Beyblade Gave 64 66 
Big Aur Accolade ®3 20 
Big Bass Fishing Take? $ 58 
Big ОГ Bass 2 Konami: N “ 
Big Strike Bowling. Gotham Games FRR? 68 
Bilbatds. Agetec #84 45 
Bio FREARS, Midway 7 10 
ЖА 


Offical US. PlayStanon Magazine (111 
— 


ESSENTIAL WAR GAMES 


Like the look of Rising Sun? Here are more games to get your adrenaline pumping 


Bi MSRP: 51999 MSRP. $5399 

Without a shadow of doubt, the PlayStation. 5 M, one of the best squad PlayStation. 

finest of all the Army Men game based con ad ean 

RTS (for real-time strategy), h 15 the bes 

more in common with the superior with your F ng. 

PC games [also reat-time-strategy player gan j and has th 

games] than tt does with the f c t yr 

quality 3D action games t but the real deal is play 

ously sullied PS1 and Р52. The 16 г game on barkir 

simple control scheme and effec instruct 

live campaign structure make the and generally being a badass We 

game [developed by Pandemic, love and even though 

which 15 now building the awe th u 1 

some Full Spectrum Warrior о ox for THQ) an unusual indulg 

break trom the norm on PS2 Its still or f the р 

of its genre, which isn | something we say ab QUICK ПР Beal ih 'gle-p Ensign dillicull 

Men product too often! to unlock Ih м tt 
game on Lie nt diff AGL | 

QUICK TIP To give yourself supersaldiers, hold R p Grenade Laun 

© twice, 9, 8, ®, and then О while playing the game 

ey MSRP: $1999 MSRP: 54599 


Possibly the best flıght-combat 
game on PS2, although that s not 
saying much given that the genre 
15 hardly overrepresented 
Namco's game is fast-paced, gor- 
geous, and woven together with а 
loose story that at least puts your 
dogfighting and bombing into some 
kind of context With 18 missions 
and loads of planes to work with 
you certainly get your money s 
worth And it's cheap, too! 


Arguably PS2's best first-person shooter and the pre 
quel to this month's big cover game, Frontline features 
a fantastic story, gorgeous visuals, and some of the 
best sounds you'll ever hear ın a videogame. It's defi- 
nitely something you want to crank through a good, 
loud surround system if you can. For many, the first 
10 minutes alone are worth the 30 bucks 
They're incredibly intense 


QUICK TIP Want to be invinci 
ble? Pause the game and 
press O, L1, О, R1, ©, 
L2, Select, R2. If you 
entered the code correctly 


QUICK TIP The game is actually fairly light on cheats, but if 
you successtully beat all 18 missions and then save the the game will automati- 
game, you'll untock a bunch of new made udir cally resume and you 
Special Continue, which allows you to replay the will be a mean, 
green fighting 
machine. Well 
maybe not 
green, but 
certainly 
Very tough. 


new fighters and weapons, as well as all your cas! 


DODDI MSRP: $4999 

The ultimate melee combat 
tem gets refined to its ultimat 
form in the latest version of Koe s 
fighter. Hack and slash your way 
through 100 years of conflict in 
China leading up to the reunifica- 
tion of the country under the Jin 
dynasty As in previous Dynasty 
Warriors titles, there are actually 
lots of tactical elements to the 
game, so it’s not just cruising 
around in a silly-looking hat, hit- 
ting people very hard with the business end of a big pointy 
stick. Our man Chris Baker loves these things and assure 
us that if you like the idea of wars and feuds in ancient 
China, you'll love this stuff 


. ENTE 


ka~ and ttle the ud Replay: War 


QUICK TIP To quickly get up after being knocked down or 
knocked off а horse, press L1 to flip up and get ready to 
attack or guard. This also works weil when fighting in 
duels. 


Do voa agree with cur Stephi War Games het? Write us at ce 
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MSRP: $3999 


monsters Бег 


Playstation. 


ngou ting 
ther with 
What td be {ег 
4 
her with traffic? Or air 
ther m ? War of 
est en 
battles last for 
npetent p 
vethir 
hit but belie f th r 
QUICK ТІР U with a saved file from Twisted 
Metal B vith M If done vo 
be told that Mecha Sweet Tooth is unlock t Ад 


No 


MayStotian.2 


ind ù cheap. Dont miss 
tA — de 


100,000,000 


Тһе number of PSIs in peoples 
homes around the world. 


Black Bass with Blue Marlin Hore ФФ 29 
Бізде Activision S “ 
Blast Lacrosse Acclaim dis 48 
Blast Radius Psygnosis dde 19 
Blaster Master Blasting Again Саме BRB 28 
Blasto Sony CEA A 8 
Blockids Natsume BEY в 
Bloody Roar Sony СЕА FER 6 
Bloody Roar 2 Sony CEA dk 21 
Blues Big Musical THO BER 46 
Board бате Тор Shop Agetec aka 45 
Bomberman Fantasy Race Atlus K в 
Bomberman Party Edition чапса! dedi 38 
Bomberman World Atlus FRY B 
The Bombing Islands Kemo ЖЖ 47 
Boombots SouthPeak di 27 
gonom of the 9th 97 Konami WER? 1 
Bowling Agetec B® 43 
Boxing Agee HER 45 
Brotz Ubi Soft n/a па 
Brave Fencer Musashi Square FA dried 15 
Bravo Aur Race TH kde 1 
Breakout Hasbro ФФ 3 
Breath of Fire ill Capcom KER? 9 
Breath of Fire IV Capcom RRR? 40 
Brıgandıne Alus FER? 15 
Broken Sword THO #KRR 5 
Broken Sword II Crave ha 27 
Brunswick cueun Pro Bowling THO a в 
Brunswick Cırcun Pro Bowling 2 THO kk% 31 
Bug Riders GT Interactive dk 3 


Bugs Bunny & Taz Time Busters 
Bugs Bunny, Lost In Time 


Infogrames BE@ 41 
Infogrames U 23 


Builders Block Jaleco RHR 35 
Burstnck Wake Boarding! Natsume &á 45 
Bushido Blade 2 Square EA d ki — 14 
Bust A Groove 989 Studios %%%% 16 
Bust A Groove 2 kon Bee 36 
Bust-A-Move 4 Natsume kk 17 
Bust-A-Move 99 Acclaim dk 19 
Buzz Lightyear of Stat Command Artusıon B&G — 39 
С The Contra Adventure Konam #9 12 
C42 Final Resistance Sony CEA à 58 
Caesars Palace 2000 Interplay € “ 
Caesar's Palace It Interplay №% 15 
Capcom vs. SNK Pro. Capcom * ⁰ 60 
Card Games Agotec %4 50 
Cardinal SYN Sony СЕА de 9 
CART World Series Sony CEA ERY 3 
Casper Friends Around the World Sound Source #9 a 
Castlevania Chronicles. Konami N 50 
Castrol Honda Superbike Electronic Arts dde т 
Cenupede Hasbro & 2 
Championship Bass EA Spons RRR 33 


Championship Motocross 2901 Feat Ricky Саетеләе? THO Фе Li 


Championship Motocross Feat Ricky Carmichael. THO FRR 25 
Championship Surfer Mattel FHS al 
Chessmaster И Mindscape 85868 23 
Chicken Run fido BRB а 
Chocobo Racing Square ЕА Pewee 23 
Chocobo's Dungeon 2 Square EA BSI — 25 
Отип Breakers Mindscape BER 12 
Civilization | Acımsıon K 18 
Cleopatra's Fortune Mud Duck B л 
Clock Tower Asa DER 2 
Clock Tower ll The Struggle Within Agetec BIRE 


Colm McRae Rally Sony CEA deb 30 


' — 4 
Psygnoss FERD? 31 
Psygnoss WESE 14 

Vign RED? 4 


Colony Wars. Red Sun 
Colony Wars. Vengeance 
Command & Conquer Red Alert 


Contender 
Contender 2 


Cool Boarders 2001 
Countdown Vampires 
Covert Ops Nuclear Dawn 


Crash Bash 
Cnme Killer 
(иса Depth 


Gc 2 
Crossroad Слз 
Crusaders of Might & Magic 


CyberTiger 
Dance Dance Revolution 

Dance Dance Revolution Disney Мх 
Dance Dance Revolution Konamıx 
Danger Gu 

Dark Omen 

Darkstalkers 3 

Darksione 

Dave Миа Freestyle ВМХ 


SLEA Universal Jedes. 
Imerplay eese 
GI Interactive eiii 


Fox Interacuve. deii 
Agetec BG 
300 K 


EA Spons N 
Konami N 
Konami K 
Konami K 

THO died 

Electron Arts. ФФ 
Capcom ЖЖ 
Take? K* 
Adam Kiss 


Dave Мита Freestyle ВМХ Maximum Remix Acclaim diede 


David Beckham Soccer 

Dead ın the Water 

Dead or Alive 

Deathtrap Dungeon 

Deception Ш Dark Delusion 
бейә Force Urban Warfare 
Demol t on Racer 

Destrega 

Destruction Derby Raw 

Devii Dice 

Dexter s Laboratory Mandark's Lab? 
Diablo 

Die Hard Tnlogy Viva Las Vegas 
Digimon Digital Card Ваще 
Digimon Rumble Arena 
Digimon World 

Digimon World 2 

Digimon Word 3 

Dino Crisis 

Dino Cnsis 2 

Dirt Jockey 

Disney s Dinosaur 

Disney s Treasure Planet 
Donald Duck Goin’ Quackers 
Downhill Mountain Bike Racing 
Dracula The Last Sanctuary 
Dracula The Resunechon 
Dragon Ball GT 

Dragon Вай 2: Uinmate Battie 22 


Maeso REE 
ASC eei 
Тесто ЖЖ: 
Eidos #84 
Тесто dieses 
Novalogk FER 
Infogrames WERE 
кое SPSE 
Midway ЖЖЖЖ 
THO жж? 
Ват ЖЖЖ? 
Вестопк Ans ФФФФ 
Fox Interactive dede 
Bandai SHE 
Bandai ЖЖ? 
Bandai #9 
Bandar diee 
Бәлен ЖЗ 
Capcom FERRE 
Capcom FERES 
Masuft SE 
Ubi Soft #9 
Sony СЕА N 
Чы Soft FRR 
Acwision #99 
OreamCatcher #959 
Dreamtatcher S 
Bandai PÈ 
міорәтез & 


Енебезкзариососевевеокооо5505 


„ 8 N 8 N NN NS 


Ulumate battle my ass Heres your sbnking code 


UNLOCK BONUS CHARACTERS. 


At the Title screen, press the following 2,2 4 x eim 


Dragon Tales Dragon Seek 
Dragon Valor 

Dragon Матен МІ 
Dragonseeds 


Driver 2 
Ducati World Championship Racing 


Duke Nukem Land of the Babes 


Duke Nukem Total Meltdown 


NewKidla d 
Namo ЖЖЖ 
Eno EERE 
alen 6% 


Infogrames kie 
Accam deg 
Infogrames #83 


GT тесме BBS 


Dukes of Hazzard ІІ Darsy Dukes п (іл SouthPeak & 


Dune 2000 
EA Sports Supercross. 


Electronic Ans %4 
EA Sports EES 


40 
а 
0 


a 
2 
a 


284-KOUNP GAME 
1. Host а game 

2. Put only one mar 
in the map list 

3. Get everyone or 
both teams to selec 


Ready [except you 


Z immediately go 
into the Armory 

& Push the Eject bu 
ши again te put the 
disc hack 

7 kthe В 
Lobby buttor 

8. Wait 

seconds and 

Ready iwt 

рте disc is still 
clicking inside 

your PS2 
9. You 
black 


10. After the 7 to 1С 


reen will go 


seconds, 
the Reset butto 
your PS. 

11. Reset your PS. 
and log on agair 


noid down 


12. Join the garr 


just let 
13 
193 


the team you firs 


started or 
ЖЕЗ! ЕН mUinKeY 
287 


hotmail.com 


koopst 


SPLINTER CEU 
NO GUTS, NO GLORY 
I was just playing 
Splinter Се 

Я lor à while, but! 
neve 
ing or 


oticed th 
һе back tha 
says the game ha 
доод and gore. | 


any Моос 


wher 
опе 
іол or а cheat in 
which |: can turn 


is there ar 


blood and gore or 
ando 


thing wrong witt 


Spy of the game? 
Monkey Man 
hechegetdayayoe 


amen com 


There is no hoo 
cheat in Spünter Сей, 
and there are пс 


cheat codes for the 
game at әй 


Ө. Fantasy Origins 


Eagle One Hamer Artack Infogrames $$$ 32 
Echo Night Ageter SW 23 
ECW Anarchy Rulz Acclaim & 38 
ECW Hardcore Revolunon Адат 984 30 
Ehrgeiz Square EA $i 21 
Einhander Sony CEA BEER 8 
Elemental Gearbolt Working Designs PRPP п 
Eliminator Psygnosis $4. % 
The Emperor s New Groove. SEA BRR 40 
Equestnan Showcase Mud Duck B® п 
ESPN MLS GameNight Konam d 40 
ET he Extra Terrestrial Interplanetary Mason — NewKidCo 0 54 
Eternal Eyes Crave #9 38 
ful Dead Hail to the King THO $$$ а 
Evil Zone mus WW 25 
Expendable Infogrames 84 a 
Я 2000 EA Spons #849 33 


F1 Championship Season 
FL Racing Championship 


EA Sports RRR? 40 
Ubi Soft 094 3 


Family Feud Hasbro Wd 39 
Family Game Pack зю $$$ эз 
Fantasnc Four Adam. W 3 
Fatal Fury Wild Ambition SNK dé 30 
Fear Effect Eidos (deg 31 
Feat Effect 2 Retro Helix Eidos HERG 43 
Felony 11:79 Asch DRS 1 
FIFA 98 EASports BAPA 4 
FIFA 99 EA Sports W 17 
FIFA 2000 EA Sports S 27 
FIFA 2001 Major League Soccer EA Sports Sd 39 
FIFA Soccer 2003 ЕАбропу ROR? 63 
The Fifth Element Activision 4 5 
Fighter Maker. Арес BBR? 21 
пеня 0 ви з 
Fighting Force 2 Eidos 6% 29 


Final Fantasy Anthology 
Final Fantasy Chronicles 


Square EA PEPPI 26 

Square EA POPP 47 
Square Enix 60966 67 
Wanna build up your hh points real quick In Final Fantasy u 


Wander around outside а town. get into random battles with easy 
enemies, then attack your own characters The more HP you lose 


the greater chance you'll be gen an HP boost in return 


Wow talk about a blast from 1ле past Well. you ask, we provide 
FLOG THAT CHICKEN To speed up yous Chocobo during a Chocobo 
тәсе hold Ш 12. RI and R2. To recharge its stamina, hold Ri and R2 
МММ SPINY! To race a Cactuar in the Snowboarding minigame in 
Gold Saucer first qualify for each course Then you И see a yellow 
balloon that will let you race ın Time Attack mode Race on the 
Beginner course, and look for a silver balloon. Grab ıt then beat the 
course in less than 54 seconds. Then go mto Time Attack mode 
agam hit Start go to Opuons and select Ghost The final menu nem 
177277) i$ а Cactuar ghost 

REVIVE AERIS You CAN T Stop asking 


Fisherman's Bait Konami SSSA 18 
Fisherman's Ban 2 Big Of Bass Konami $$$ 27 
Flintstones Bedrock Bowling SouthPeak & * 
Ford Racing Empire $84 44 
Formals 1198 — À— 2 ФӨф 5 
Formula 199 Psygnoss ФФ Ш 
Forsaken Аојаіт ФФФФ 10 
Fox Sports Golf ‘99 Fox Interactive . u 
Fox Sports Soccer 99 Fox Interactive W — Ш 
Freestyle Soardin 99 Capcom dé 18 
Freestyle Motocross McGrath vs Pastrana Асат @®@9 40 


Frogger 2 Swompy's Revenge Hasbro S 38 


Front Mission 3 Square EA BERRA 31 
Future Cop LAPD: Becuonk Аль SSS B 
6-Робсе Psygnoss 66848 3 
G-Police 2 Psygnoss SPS 25 
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RETURN ТО 
CASTLE WOLFENSTEIN: 
OPERATION RESURRECTION 


Where to find every secret in the first mission р FRE FORTE 


to hind. considering the game 
directly at 


5 you 
Finaing secrets isn tust a cas 1 


тот (look for the crates) can be broken to 
о Kick the latuce and reveal а gold bar Dont worry, they get 


pots that you can trad harder to find soon enough 


RAS EL-HADID 3 C mb ор onto the INNER CITY 1 In front of ine radio toom В J ‘Me Counter е INNER CITY 3 ın the suppiy бот) you INNER CITY 4 Shorty before me und of 


balcony where you nailed the sniper you'll find an alley At the end of the alley hous h m playing pidung up the MA the; the level is a bookcase On the cases nght 
and break the crate at the far end to ge ts another lathce Kick и open and y small If in the back left comer w side a book is sucking out. Press it, and the 
yourself some treasure goodness. find а Grenade Bag and First Ad К оре the є two Сокі Вг a hidden sta: 2mm гош bookcase opens, een a Flak jacket 


HEADQUARTERS 1 Between the two HEADQUARTERS 2 .ook tor a covered ANCIENT RUINS 1 vals to the һе ANCIENT RUINS 2 Inside the tempe al 


large kegs п the wine cellar near the start well in the courtyard Kick open the cove note from Helga, slide the р е large obelisk. walk down the Һай, and the top of the ramp, you'll notice a wall 
of the level 15 a barrel, Break ıt to get a bo and hop down the well At the bottom ва wal w shoot the gas barrel next to the soldier К"! with crack Fire a few shots to bnng. 
tle of Latour and а chp of 92mm rounds. pair of Gold Bars and yol м break open the w р g а Chali dowi e wall and you'll get a Gold Bar 


BURIAL CHAMBER 1 (Imo tne scaffold № the о shaped "BURIED ALIVE 1 Inthe obers room BURIED ALIVE 2 After the Nazis close the 


to the left in the first room and you'll find the end of the level, climb the ladder and г е һи om tn find another (after the stairway tap), two 5 contain gate, a short fight of stairs stops at a small 
а Gold Bar sitting in ап open crate Dont find the smper's roost Theres а swnch th: se k between t darker bncks Hit these bncks to open а landing Before continuing up. smash the 
expect the rest to be this easy opens a door to a Gold Bar fam агаоћ В sedet area, revealing a Pharaoh Bust wall to the left 10 reveal a Gold Bar 


а dead- EYE OF ANUBIS 2 nn m me 


EYE OF ANUBIS 4 Ar the top of the stars 


BURIED ALIVE 3 On the r ght wall of the EYE OF ANUBIS 1 ^t ine end 


Toom containing three sarcophag 15 а end hallway near the start level two statues. head to the middie of tf square stairwell is a wall covered wit is a short hall with pictures on the wall. 
switch Activate t to open a door, reveal. ng you'll find an odd-tookıng switch on the atch hierogtyphics, Break ( io reveal a secret Press them in this order, Lion, Pharaoh, 
à room with two Gold Bars. wall Activate ıt to open a secret area. area and some Dog, Bud Зит around for your prize 


Nest month, we'll give you mu player strategy Oh, wart, no we wen t, because there $ NO MULTIPLAYER m the game 
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ANCIENT HISTORY 
Return to Castle Wolfenstein traces its roots way 
back to 19815. Castle Wolfenstein. by Muse Software 


G-Danus тн) «өзе в 
Galaga Destnavon Earth Haste BE 39 
Galerians бае 898 з 
Gallop Racer Tecmo ӨЗІ 28 
Gauntlet Legends Midway 989 32 
Gekido imerplay Өт 3 
Gekloh: Shooting King Natsume $ed 67 
Gex Deep Cover Gecko Eidos @@@¢ 20 
Gex Enter the Gecko Midway BER 7 
Ghost in the Shell THO ӨФФ% а 
Glover Hasbro @@ 28 
Gold and Glory- The Road to El Dorado Sony CEA @@ 42 
Grand Theft Auto 2 Rockstar S 27 
Grand Theft Auto. London 1969 Roksa S 22 
Grand Tour Racing 98 Activision @@@ 1 
Grandia Sony CEA DOPPI 26 
Granstream Saga THO ӨР% 10 
The Grinch Konamı/Universal #9 39 
Grind Session Sony (ЕА $$ 34 
Grudge Warriors Take 2 $$ за 
Guardian's Crusade Activision GSS 19 
Gubble Mud Duck 4 в 
Gundam Battle Assault 2 Bandai GESE 62 
Gunfighter The Legend of Jesse james ШЫ Sot e 52 
HardBalt 99 Accolade 684 5 
Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone EA Games @@@ 5 
Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets EA Games. PAP 64 
Harvest Moon’ Back to Nature Natsume Ge 40 
HBO Boxing Adam ФФ а 
Heart of Darkness Interplay SOPS B 
Hello Kitty's Cube Frenzy NewKidCo BER 20 
Herc’s Adventures LucasArts @@® 2 
High Heat Baseball 2000 300 Ф 2 
High Heat Major League Baseball 2002 300 BESS 43 
Hogs of War Infogrames 6%ФФ 38 
Hooters Road Tip Чы Sok d 5 
Hoshigamı: Ruining Blue Earth Aus $® 53 
Hot Shats Golf Sony EA $$$ 7 
Hydro Thunder Midway ФФ п 
IHRA Drag Racing Bethesda 4 5 
In Cold Blood DreamCatcher G 49 
Incredible Crisis Thus $é*d 3 
Inspector Gadget Gadget's Crazy Maze Ub Soft PEDI 50 
Intelligent Qube Sony EA ФФ 2 
Intellivision Classic Games Actision 64 28 
Int'l Superstar Soccer 98 Konami Sf Ц 
Inr. Track & Field 2000 Konami ФФФФ 27 


Oinvyeshs 
UNLOCK ALL CHARACTERS (except Totosaı) 
9 4. . t.. te 
UNLOCK TOTOSAI 
t. 1. . 9. . . . t. .. .. 1. 
UNLOCK DEMON INUYASHA 
t . u. u. J. ERR 


Bandai $$$ 68 


Invasion From Beyond GT Interactive G 9 
Iron Soldier 3 Мажа! $ed 35 
Imitating Stick аео RR 18 
ISS Pro Evolution Копат PEESI 35 
Jackie Chan Stuntmaster Midway ФФФЯ 30 
Jade Cocoon. Cave ROR 23 
Jarrett & LaBonte Stock Car Racing | Codemasters S 38 
Jeopardy! Hasbro BERS 17 
Jeopardy! 2 Hasbro SSPE 29 


any Моби Supa 2000 — йышт 8 
ET Sony EA G9 и 


989 Studios S 26 
XS Games S 70 


Jimmy Johnson VR Football Interplay @@ 2 
Jojo's Bizarre Adventure Capcom @@@@4 31 
Juggemaut Бе 26 
Kel Grand Prix Weco BERRI 28 
KA Revenge аео BRE в 
Карео Deception H Тесто éd 14 
Karia Ans BESS D 
Kensei Sacred Fist Konami G и 
Kickboxing мее Ф 58 
Killer Loop Gave ФФ® 2 
King of Fighters 99 Age ФФӘФ u 
KISS Pinball. Take 2 84 A6 
ы onm dum өзен С) 
Knockout Kings ЕА Spons PS4 16 
Knockout Kings 2000 EA Sports ФФӨФ 27 
Knockout Kings 2001 EA Sports ФФФФ 39 


Konamı Arcade Classics 
Koudelka 
Коп Wamer's Arena Football Unleashed 


The Land Before Time Return m Great Valey Sound Source 694 


Largo Winch .//Commando Sar Ubi Son € 5 
„ О Déc PEPPI 25 
The Legend of Dragoon Sony СЕА PERSI 34 
Legend of Legala болу EA SPES 19 
Legend о! Мапа Square ҒА @R4 % 
Lego Island 2: The Brickster's Revenge Lego Media B® 46 
Lego Rock Raiders Lego Media ® 7 
Lilo & Stitch Sony ҒА S 9 
The Lion King: Simba's Mighty Adventure Activision 64 a2 
The ле Mermaid И THO BERS 9 
Lode Runner Natsume BEE 4 
Looney Tunes Racing Infogrames @@@ 39 

я 


Looney Tunes. Sheep Raider mes 884 


| 


ЕЕ 
Е 
T 
T 
t 
H 
S 


Madden МА. 99 


i 


| 


Madden NFL 2002 EA Sports PESEE 49 


Madden NFL 2003 EA Sports SS 62 
Marble Master Conspiracy S 69 
Maruan Gothic Unification Take? PEM 92 
Marvel Super Heroes Capcom ФФ 2 
Marvel Super Heroes vs Street Fighter Capcom S 18 
Marvel vs. Capcom EX Сарот $$$ 30 
Mary-Kate and Ashley Magical Mystery Mall Acclaim pd 40 
Mary-Kate and Ashley: Winner's Cirde Adam @ a 
Mass Destrucbon ASC $ed 1 
Mat Hoffmans Pro ВМХ Acwison GOPS 45 
Maximum Force Midway © 2 
MDK Playmates 994 3 
Medal Of Honor Underground Elecvonc Ans PRBS 39 
Med Sony EA RSE u 
MediEvil ll Sony ФА #884 32 
Mega Man Legends Capcom $$$? 12 
Mega Man Legends 2 Capcom SRB 39 
Mega Man ХА Сарот $$$ 4 
Mega Man X5 Сарот $SS 41 
Mega Man X6 Сарот R88 5 
Men ın Black-The Series Crashdown Infogrames PES 54 


‘Metal Gear Solid. VR Missions Konam PEPS 25 


Metal Slug X мес SERS 43 
Micra Machines _ — 5 
Micro Maniacs Codemasters BEES 32 
Mike Tyson Boxing Codemasters ФӘ Е 
Mirade Space Васа Mud Duck Ф n 
The Misadventures of Топ Bonne Сарот SESS 31 
Miss Spider's Tea Party Simon & Schuster S & 
Missile Command Hasbro SOS 28 


GTA: VICE CITY. 
DRIVE ON BOATS 
While | was play 
GTA: Vice City the 
other day 
Cars on Water cheat. 
(That's Right, R2, d, 
N LZ; b, RT, R2 
-Е4.) As I glided 
across th 


used the 


decided to ram some 
boats! After a few 
minutes of ramming 
un, | headed straight 
for the back 

large 
fnat. | rode rignt up 
ont 

Бо 


that if you keep һ 


ting the qas, you stay 
on the back of th: 
boat—and if you turn 
ar right or left 
it turns the boat the 
sam 
а very slow and wide 
furn, but it does 
türn: | tried this wit 
quite a few different 
works 
with mos 


Ryan Green 


That 
Now, why exacily 
would you want t 
drive a Goat with a 


great, Rya 


ear in it? 


I found an int 9 
little bug in 


Olympus 
ШЕ kinda hard 


imin 


end: 
“Те 

Scre 

members of your 
party do their little 
poses, it 

you, bu 

wor e 


с 
абе 
iilt have plenty to 
pare 


Mission. Impossible. Infogrames ФФ 28 
Мк Mythologies. Midway @@% 3 
MLB 58 Sony ҒА GES 1 
MLB 99 Sony СЕЛ QERE 5 
MLB 2000 989 Studios ddp л 
MLB 2001 989 Studios ӨШ V 
MLB 2002 Sony CEA ФФ. “ 
MLB 2003 Sony CEA S 60 
MLB 2004 Sony (EA BEER? 70 
MLB Bottom of the 9th 99 Konam ФФФЯ 12 
Mobil 1. Rally Championship. Electron Arts ФФФ n 
Mobile Armor Agee @ т 
Mobie Light Force. XS Games RR ө 
Monaco Grand Prix Ubi Sot $e 21 
Monkey Него Take 2 ФФ 18 


— — Sunsoh & » 


Monster Bass! XS Games Фф » 
Monster Rancher 2 Tecmo ФФФФ 26 
Monster Rancher Battie Card Episode ll Тесто BERG 36 
Monster Rancher Hop-A-Bout Тесто @@@@ а 
Monster Seed Sunsoh S 20 
Monsters. Inc Sony (EA $édd Я 
Mort the Chicken Crave %4 а 
Mortal Kombat | Forces. яз % 


Moto Racer 2 Electronic Ans PEPSI 1A 
Moto Racer World Tour inogrames PADS 40 
Motocross Mania Take 2 ® 48 
Motorhead Fox mercie @@@@ u 
№ Domno Axium BEE? 15 
Ме Driller Namco @@@@ 3 
Ms Pac-Man Maze Madness Nomo $$$ 38 
MTV Мизк Generator Codemasters ФФФФ 28 
МТУ Sports Pure Ride тн SER » 
МТУ Spons. Skateboarding Feat. Andy MacDonald. TH ® 5 
МТУ Sports. Snowboarding T BER4 2 
MTV Sports: T... Lavin's Ultimate ВМХ. EJ 5 
The Mummy Komm ФФ u 
Muppet Monster Adventure Midway ФФФФ 39 
Muppet Race Mania Medway BEE 39 
My Disney Kachen Bam n/a na 
N.GEN Racing Infogrames @@ — 3 
N20 Fox Interactive Фф n 
Nagano Winter Olympics 98 Konami S 6 
@ hamo Museum Vol 3 Namco sr na 


Did you know that Dig Dug is Me Drillers dad? Serious, ИЗ tue! 


NASCAR 98 EA Sports PPPS 3 
E Табан ERR 4 
NASCAR 2000. EA Sports 6ӨФӘ ж 
NASCAR 2001 EA Sports 069% за 
NASCAR Hear Hasbro GOPE 40 
NASCAR Rumble Gecronk Ans h — x 
NASCAR Thunder 2002 EA Spons G 9 
МВА Fastbreak 98 Midway ӨМІ 4 
NBA Hoopz Midway DOD 43 
NBA In the Zone 98 Konami GB 1 
NBA In the Zone 99 Konam PEDI 19 
NBA tn the Zone 2000 Konami @@@ 28 
NBA Live 98 EA Spons POPPE з 
NBA Live 99 EASpots QR 16 
NBA Live 2000 EA Spons POSSA 25 
NBA Live 7001 EA Sports ӨФӘФ 39 
NBA Live 2002 EASpors EE 53 
NEA ShootOut 98 Sony СА @®@ 8 
NBA ShootOut 2000 989 Studios S 30 
НВА ShootOut 2001 989 Studios B® 35 
NBA ShoorOut 2002 Sony (EA DAPA 50 
МВА Shoorut 2003 Sony EA BER в 
NBA Showtime NBA on NBC Midway GBB 28 
NBA Tonight ESPN Digel SSS 14 
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WER ші any of yau gn, and deal үзі: 


Takin' it to the streets - : 


To Live and Die 


p 


H n 
in L.A. 


Los Angeles is the high-speed bowl of Midnight Club ЇЇ, at least compared to the cramped 
alleys of Paris and all-out insanity of Tokyo. Avoid the freeways if you can—getting on is 
easy, but finding an exit that'll take you where you-went to go? Less 0067. 


D) -Official 115. PlayStation Magazine: 


O You'll learn this shortcut in the Takeoff Time race with 
Steven. Watch out for the metal spires and the junked 
car; they'll hurt ya. д 5 


@ There are five jumps ringing the cloverleaf freeway: 
junction. Don't try to take these jumps at less than full 
speed—or you may land on the freeway. ж 


© Heading northwest through the building at 4, hit a 
nitro as you near the ramp. If timed perfectly, you'll land 
on the ramp on the far side. Risky but stylish. 


Ө This buitding is a hotbed of shortcuts: There ara three 
sets of glass doors you can bust through, depending ori 
where you're coming from. 


© ^ ramp leads up to the rooftops, and from there yout 
jump to a second ramp and back to street level. This 
east / west shortcut works both ways. 


© There's ап east/west route here leading down a set of; 
stairs and through a building Ма the glass doors]. You 
can also hit this after jumping the stairs at В. 


© This route runs parallel to shortcut 6. Coming from the 
west, break through the doors and follow the tunnel 
through a few buildings until you wind up at 8. 


@ Use the stairs as a jump and make for shortcut 6. 
Drive through the lower section to set up for 9. Or head 
under the stairs, make a sharp turn, and hit shortcut 7. 


© Drive through the glass daors here, Follow the route 
into a parking garage and then threugh ал alley for а 
long, quick north/south bypass 


@ Ramps lead over the sluice gate if you're in the canals, 
while an equally narrow jump spans east/west across at 
Street level—key in the last Dice race. 


We'li Always Have Paris 
Paris is a mix of wide-open boulevards and tiny, cate-infested alleyways barely wide enough 
to actummouste a single hell-for-leather driver, let alone half a dozen. Traffic Is a bear, 
What with all the euro-econoboxes, but you'll also find some absolutely huge jumps and а 
complex network of catacombs in the bowels of the city. 
The French molemen gotta live somewhere, you know. 


@ There are multiple routes here; the most useful are 
the two ramps along the arms of the trocadero—use 'em 
10 jump the Seine and reach the Eifel Tower park. 


@ This narrow ramp won't necessarily save a ton of time, 
but at least you'll avoid the traffic. IU come in handy in 
the Eiffel Visions race. 


© This ramp leads to a huge jump, which should help you 
clear the bridge traffic real quick-like. Is tout sweet the 
technical term? 


@ There are three catacomb entrances here. Two ramps: 
lead out of the Louvre courtyard and three more lead іп 
You сап also use the pyramid as a jump. 


@ Drive onto the barge at full tilt (а nitro may well be ігі 
order] and the jump at the end should send you clear 
across the river. This one will definitely come in handy. 


© Those Notre Dame doors don't look very forgiving, but 
they'll open if you smack ‘om. What's a Little sacrilege 
added to the pile of laws you've already broken? 


Ө Jump off the barge, but be sure to line it up straight or 
you'll hit a wall. Done correctly, you'll enter a tunnel 
before popping up at street level. ie: 


© Multiple branching rooftop pathways lead to big jumps 
here, including a southwest route that'll take you clear 
across the Seine...if you're moving at top speed. 


@ Take the ramp along the side of the buitding and you 
can follow two difforent rooftop paths. You'll encounter 
this shortcut first in Blog's Rooftop Vistas race. 


ІІ ТЕ 
— 
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Tokyo a-Go Go Go! 


Tokyo is a nightmare of complex streets, narrow alleys, and open pedestrian 
areas littered with car-stopping public sculpture (damn you, attractive fou 
tains and slatuaryl], The elevated train tracks spanning from the eastern 
edge of the map to Shinjuku are а good way to avoid traffic, and аз а bonus, 
you can jump off at any moment. Just, uh, watch out for trains while you're 
jp thi 


| ee 
ШУ 


Ф This network of narrow alleys and indoor 
hallways will save time and give you a few. 
moments of respite from Sunday drivers. 


@ Bust through the doors of this Shibuya mall 
and hit those escalators at top speed. You 
should land right in an intersection. 


ж ғ 


@ Heading west toward Shinjuku, there's а long 
route trom an Imperial Palace tunnel to the far 
end of the map, ending with another huge jump 


© The pedestrian area here is full of little alleys 
and alternate routes you won't find on the map, 
and there's a network of tunnels below ground. 


Ф This path works as a quick entrance/exit to 
the elevated train tracks. Make sure you have 
enough speed coming through the building to 
clear the low wall. 


Ө There's quite a large network of elevated 
ramps and bridges in this area. Venture up here 
without knowing your way around and risk los- 
ing a lot of time. 


@ This alleyway shortcut through the heart of 
Ginza doesn't include any death-defying jumps. 
but it will save you a few crucial seconds. 


© The western Asakusa area is crisscrossed by 
a network of tiny alleys, some even tighter than 
the back streets of Paris. if you know the way, 
these can be a real help. 


© Take the ramp along the side of the building 
and you can follow two different rooftop paths. 
You'll first encounter the shortcut in Blog's 
Rooftop Vistas race. 


@ Drive through a warehouse area, bust a gate 
along the water, and hil the jump to reach the 
far wharf. If you're going too slaw, you'll end up 
submerged. 
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NCAA Football 98 ЕА Sports RR 2 
NCAA Football 99 EA Sports PERRI 12 
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NCAA Football 2001 EA Sports. #4489 
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NCAA GameBreaker 99 

NCAA GameBreaker 2000 
NCAA GameBreaker 2001 
NCAA March Madness 98 
NCAA March Madness 99 
NCAA March Madness 2000 EA Sports Әжей 29 
NCAA March Madness 2001 EA Sports dede 41 
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EA Sports A 7 
EA Sports. RRR 
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NHL 99 EA Sports ФФФФЯ 15 
NHL 2000 EA Sports K 26 
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NHL Rock the Rink есуопк Arts RIOR 32 


Nick Toons Racing 
Nightmare Creatures 


niogrames BRB 48 
Acwson RRR З 


Nightmare Creatures И Konami R® z 
Ninja Shadow of Darkness Edos @§ 5 
Nudear Strike Ekon Алу $E 3 
олт. Psygnosis 06 15 


Oddworld: Abe's Exoddus GT Interactive. RRRRS 15 


O Abe's o нне PPPS 1 
Omega Boost Sony СЕА RRR® 25 
One мс өжет 

One Piece Mansion Capcom 99 50 
PacMan нем Мно 4%%%3 25 
Pandemonium! 2 Midway RRR 3 
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Paraste Eve N Square ЕА PRRI 37 
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PGA Tour 98 A Sports BRR 3 
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Planet of the Apes Ubi Sot PAP в 
Play With The Teletubbies Knowledge Adv B® 36 
Pocket Fighter pom $$$ 1 
Point Blank Namco PRRI 6 
Роки Blank 2 Namco DREI 20 


Point Blank 3 Namco SARI 44 
Polans SnoCro: Vaval 9860038 
Po Hasbro RARI 27 
Pool Hus Activision RRR 15 
в Beginning Electronic Arts 998 ж 
Porsche Challen сопу CEA RR 1 
Power Play Sports Trivia Ubi Soh OR 58 
Power Rangers Lightspeed Кес THO $4 40 


маат RRR 49 
Psygnosis RRR 


Power Shovel 


Power Soccer 2 


Power Spike Pro Beach Volleyball Intogrames RE 
The Powerpuff Giris Chemical X-Taction Bom 86 1 
Poy Poy Konami RRP 
Pro 18 Worid Tour бой Psygnoss 999 » 


Pro Pinball. Big Race USA Empre W 37 


Pinball Fantastx Joumey Empe WOR 37 


Pro Pinball. Timeshock! Take 2 @ 10 
Psybadek Psygnosis RR 5 
Punky Skunk ео RRR 6 
Putter бой Agetec d 5 
Puzzle Star Sweep Ager Sed 4 
Риги Mud Duck Ф л 
Q-Bert Hasbro 8% 28 
Quake Activision RRR 27 
йЛуре Deka Agetec SRR 23 
pes ксі REME V 
RA Ridge Racer Type 4 Namco ФФ 20 
acing Agetec 9 a 
Rage В; Асеке 84 68 
Railroad Tycoon II Take 2 RRR 30 
Red Storm & т 
989 Studios MRM 15 
Rampag Midway RRA 4 
Rampage 2 Universal Tour Midway ® п 
Rampage Through Time Midway 0 36 
Ray Trace THO $$» 
Ray nsis Working Designs ФФ 38 


Ubi Soh PARE 35 
Ubi Soh RRR 50 


Rayman 2. The Great Escape 
Rayman Brain Games 


Rayman Rush Ubi Soh RRR 57 
Razor Freestyle Scooter Gave ROB A 
RC de GO! Aulam $E 40 
RC Helicopter Agetec WA 68 
RC Revenge Alam Ped 37 
RC Stunt Copter Tuus RRR 25 
Re von Acclaim 90% 26 
Ready 2 Rumble e PRRI -D 
Ready 2 Rumble Round 2 Midway PRR 40 
Red Asphalt Interplay 60% 

көні Fishing: Минте PRR 3 
Reel Fishing И Natsume 6% E] 
Безден Evit: Directors Cat Capcom BOS. 2 
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Resident кей 2. Dunk SCA Сөрт аз 
Resıdem Evil 3. Nemesis apom Reed 27 
Resident Evil: Survivor Сарот 994 38 
Rhapsody А Musical Adventure Ajus ROR 35 


Risıng Тап 


Agetec GR 24 
Hasbro RRR U 
Capcom RARD 14 


Read Rash 30 Bectronic Arts ROR з 
Road Rash: Jail Break Electronic Arts. G 30 
Rock 'Em Sock 'Em Robots Mattel ROR A 
Rocket Power Team Rocket Rescu THO 44 я 


Rogue Тер Glinteracive e 14 
Roll Away Psygnoss PADME 13 
Rollcage Psygoss BRO 9 
Rollcage Stage Ii Psygnosis 86664 31 
Romance of the Three Kingdoms VI Kou B® 30 
Roswell Соп5риаое»: Ahens, Myths, & Legends Red Storm 49 48 


RPG Maker 


Rugrats: Totally Angelica 
Rugrats in Paris: The Movie 


SILENT LINE: ARMORED CORE 


Download these contest-winning mechs! 


Runabout 2 Нов & 36 
Running Wild 989 Studios ФФ E 
Rushdown Electronic Arts. 68%) 9 
Sabrina Teenage Witch А Witch in Time! Knowledge Абу d “ 
SaGa Frontier Sony CEA PERG 8 
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Scrabble Hasbro d 28 
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Shadow Man Acdaım @@ т 
Shadow Master Psygnosis PRRD 5 
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Shanghar True Valor Sunsoh BER 20 
Sheep Empire S A 
Shrek: Treasure Hunt ТОК Mediactive n/a па 
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Shooter Space Shot Agetec Sh 48 
Shooter Starfighter Sanvein Agetec 6% 43 
деи Bomber Bandai ФФ 20 
S = 77 вті BRAS 18 
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The Sampsons Wrestling Taito BR 45 
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еб Sor Нестос Ans BROOD 25 
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Snowboarding Agetec DE в 
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Sorcerer's Maze XS Games PPDA 68 
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Star Wars Episode I: jedi Power Battles LucasArts BEE 3 
Батыс Episode E The Phones s 75 
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Street Fighter Collection Capcom BRB 4 
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Street Fighter EX Plus Alpha Capcom ФФ 2 
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Ez I: 


Street SkBer Electronte Arts 
Street SkBer 2 Electronic Arts 
Stnder 2 Capcom 
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Surkoden Il Konami 
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Test Drive 6 Infogrames 
Test Drive Le Mans Infogrames 
Test Drive Off-Road 3 Infogrames 
Thousand Arms Atlus 
Thrasher Skate & Destroy Rockstar 
Threads of Fate Square EA 
Thunder Farce У Working Designs 
Tiger Woods 99 PGA Tour Golf EA Sports 
Tiger Woods PGA Tour 2001 EA Sports 
Tigger's Honey Hunt NewKidCo 
Time Cnsis: Project Titan Namco 
Tiny Tank Sony CEA 
Тау Toon Adventures Plucky s Big Adventure Conspiracy 
Tiny Toons: The Great Beanstalk NewKidCo 
ТОСА? Activision 
Tom & lerry in House Trap. Eidos 
Tom Clancy's Rainbow Suc Rogue Spear Red Storm 
Tomb Raider u Eidos. 
Tomb Raider in Eidos 
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|: 
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Tony Hawk's Pro Skater 4 Activision 
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Tomeko: The Last Hope Enix 
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Төре Play 99 EA Sports 
Таре Play 2000 EA Sports 


See 
BD 
RoR? 
Lnd 
eee 
oes 
BORE 
ж 
BOR 
%4 

% 
BER 
EDI 
#9 

же 
eese 
BHR 
%Ф% 
%4 
BRE 
on 
BREE 
ERER 
EB 
dee 
RER 
RRI 


%%%8 


%%%4 
BOR 
RE 
SHLD 
BORE 
BORD 
“os 
ee 

в 
BERR 
PORR 
SRE 
DRI 
SR 
ees 
$a 
ERPE 
%өФе 
BRED 
So 
Ld 

S 


REBER 
BERS 
ees 
ee 
BRE 
өзе 

Ф 

edi 
SESE 
Be 

p 
SER 


Tnple Play Baseball EA Sports $494 
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The Unholy War Edo $$$ 
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Urban Chac Бо ФФ 
Vagrant Story Square EA BERG 
Valkyne Profile Ех BERR 
Vampire Hunter D мес @Ф 
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Vandal Hearts I Konami SPP 
Vanguard Bandas Working Designs 8584 
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vir Чы Soft ФФ 
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Vigilante 8 Second Offense Activision ФФФ 
Virtual Kasparov Tus $$ 
VR Baseball 99 interplay SEHI 
VR Sports Powerboat Racing Imerplay & 
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War jeu 300 Фф 
WarGames DefCon 1 MGM Interactive BBRR 
Warpath, Jurassic Park Electronic Arts ФФ 
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Worms World Party Ubi Sot ФФФФ 
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You Don't Know ack! Berkeley Systems PEPPI 
You Don't Know Jack! Mock 2 Siena $® 
Yu-Gi-Oh! Forbidden Метопес Konami $94 


READER REVIEWS — 


Matrix and Tenchu still provoking fights 


We want your reviews of the best and worst games, so write a review and 


send й to орт! 


com. We can't publish everyone's, so keep it short, 


be witty, and remember that not every game deserves a five-disc 


rating just because you like it! 


ENTER THE MATRIX 
What you said: “it's not surprising 
that the Wachowski brothers are 
gamers. Many of Enter the Matrix's 
features seem to come from some- 
one who knows how it feels to 
waste 50 bucks on a crappy game 
of your favorite movie. So how do 
you change all that? By getting 
fans more involved. A lot of work 
was put into doing exactly that, 
with the photo-realistic graphics, 
massive and incredibly detailed 
levels, and even the actors them- 
selves—not to mention the exclu- 
sive story line and movie footage. 
The game isn't without its 
flaws. The animation, which is 


TENCHU: WRATH OF HEAVEN 

What you said: "| am tired of seeing 
people not giving Tenchu: Wrath of 
Heaven the respect it deserves. Out: 
of all three games, the overall feel 
of this one is the best. Some tevels: 
are a bit easy, but that’s what the 
difficutty settings are for. Each 
level has a different feel and chal- 
lenge. There's a good mix. 

"| hear all these complaints 
about pitfalls. The whole point of a 
pitfall із ta be sneaky, if you were 
patient and observant like a ninja 
is, you would be able to easily see 
and avoid them, The fighting is a 
little simplistic, but | think it does а 
great job for the kind of garne it is; 


“Та rather be shot seven times in the 
chest like Neo than replay the hover- 
craft missions [in Enter the Matrix.” 


probably the coolest part of the 
game, is à bit choppy. The driving 
missions are a complete waste of 
time. I'd rather be shot seven times. 
in the chest like Neo than replay 
the hovercraft missions. It may not 
be as revolutionary as its movies, 
but one thing's for sure: Movie- 
licensed games will change 
because of i 
Your Score ЖЖ 
Eli Dasilva 
Р$2тагК1189@ао! com 


What we said: "In truth, the game is 
almost a cultural must-play, the 
way the movie is a must-see. 

Our Score $8% 


MACE GRIFFIN BOUNTY HUNTER. 
What yeu said: “Mace Griffin lacks 
some seriously needed multiplayer 
support, has inconsistent graphics, 
and could use a lot more charac- 
ters. But none of that changes the 
fact that mowing down huge num- 
bers of aliens and bad guys with 
futuristic weapons never gets tire- 
some. It's a flawed game, but it's 
long, it's packed with a lat of 
action, and it's just plain fun. 
Definitely worth the $3.50 to rend 
Your Score æ 
Brian McWalters 
footbalimanfs@yahoo.com 


What we sald: “Cool idea. Really, 
really lackluster execution. 
Our Score $% 


the only fighting you should do is 
against bosses. This game is great 
for what it is; а ninja simulator." 
Your Score sse 

Mike White 
shadowrunnerforhire@earthtink.net 


‘What we said: “For every moment о 
virile exhilaration you get from 
pulling off a series of stealth kills, 
you have to deal with a lot of shod- 
diness for much of the game. 
Our Score $i; 


VEXX 
What you said: "| think that Vexx із 
а great platformer. The only real 
problems with it are the load tim. 
and the camera, but most of the 
platformers on PS have that prob- 
iem, anyway. And since y'all com- 
plain about haw dark it gets when 
you use tne sundial, let me help 
you out: There is a button on your 
TV called menu. You can use that 
to then go to ‘brightness,’ and then 
you can turn the brightness up so 
you can see!! 
Your Score $$ 
Mark Pettway 
pettway2032(íàmsn.com 


What we said: “At one point, | even 
slid off the far side of a platform 
that was resting directly against a 
wall! it's a real shame, because I'm 
pretty sure there's a decent game 
underneath all the crap." 

Our Score S 


Official U.S. PlayStation Magazine 


MEGA PlayStation 


Aptitude Test 


P S. A. I. 


Happy Birthday to us 


Mis 6 years old this month, so to 


along 


1. Which of the following is not a location 
you travel to in Medal of Honor: Rising 
Sun? 


a Burma 
b Philippines 
с. Singapore 


2. Michael Ancel, director of Beyond Good 
& Evil, was also responsible for what 
platformer series? 

a. Super Mario Bros 

в Sly Cooper 

c Raym. 
d Jak & L 


3. Which of these companies has neW had 


an ESPN license for sports games? 
а. Konami 

b Esectronic Arts 

с Sega 

d. Sony 


4. Champions of Norrath developer 
Snowblind Studios was previously 
responsible for which game? 


a. Summoner 


5. Which of the following was the 


predecessor to Soul Calibur? 
| Blade 


b Sou! Reav 


атига! 


6. Which was the first fully polygonal 
football game? 

a Madden NFL 97 

b. NFL 
c. NFL Bli 

d Madden NFL 98 


meDay 97 


7. Which well-known composer writes the 
music for the Metal Gear Solid series? 


n-Witliams 


8. In the original Sout Blade on Р51, who 

walked away with the sword at the end of 
the game? 
а. Mitsu 
b. Cevante: 
с. Stegfri 
d. Li Long 


Official US. PlayStation Magazine 


9. How many PS1s have been 5018 world- 
wide? 
10 


10. What was the name of the first interac- 
tive computer game? 


3 


11. А character named Cid арреаг іп 
which Final Fantasy game? 


РЕ т 


dA 


12. How much does a PS1 weigh? 


Pronounced "Sid" 
Which Final Fantasy 
games was he in? 


See question IL 


13. Solid Snake's real name is what? 


b 22. Which character did we see first? 
с E a 3 Croft 
d b Crash Bandicoot 
c. PaRappa the Rapper 
14. Blood Omen: Legacy of Kain was d Cloud 
released in what year? 
199, 23. Tomb Raider: The Angel of Darkness is 


what numbered Tomb Raider game? 


15. Which Crystal Dynamics 
game didn't appear on 


PlayStation? 24. What was the first P52 game off 
16 the assembly line in the United 

b с NB States? 

16. Which 

character, 


25. 2.0.Е. stands for what? 


featured in 
the PS1 game Star 
Wars Masters of 
Teras Kasi, married Luke 
Skywalker in the Dark Horse 
comic book? 


a Zep rdrive Extreme 


Ji TI 


Exciter 


а Zone of the Enders 


26. What PS2 game carries the serial 
number “001”? 


а Tekken Tag Tournament 


Kast 


17. When was the Р51 
released in the United 
27. Who “owns” Crash Bandicoot? 
а t a. Naughty Dog 

b September 2, 1995 b Sony 


18. Which of these four game characters 28. What was "wrong" with Gran Turismo 2? 

was used in the promotional material for a Could not be 100 per cent completed 

the original PS1 launch? b Coupe lacked a second gear 
Fina casionally delete your 


3. Cloud from Finat Fantasy V Game wo 


Acura Integ 


b | f mb Raid garage 
r ^ d All of th 


Nina W 1e above 


29. Who is Angelina Jolie's dad? 
What does DVD stand for? a. Harrison Ford 


b Clint Eastwood 
€ John Voight 
Disc d Adrian Jolie 


30. Counting RS. X., OPM's predecessor, 
how many editors in chief predated John 
Davison? 

a Two 

b. Three 

c Four 
d None 


20. The launch price for PS1 in the United 
States was what? 


EY 


21. Which of the following ot avail- 
able on the day of the PS1 lau the 
United States? 


OFFICIAL U.S. 


ау 


«Editorial content subject. changes E d 


A.D. Vision 

Atlus Software 
Bandai America Inc, 
Capcom USA Inc, 
Ecko Unlimited 
Eidos Interactive, Inc 
Electronic Arts 

Full Sail Real World 
Konami America 
Midway Games, Inc. 


www.advfilms.com 
‘www atlus.com 
www bandai com 
www capcom.com 
www.ecko.com 
wwrw.eidos.com 
www.ea.com 
www.fullsait.com 
Www.konami.com 
www.midway.com 


Advertiser Index 


47 Namco Hometek www патсо сот 

87 Nestle Food Company http://butterfinger.com/ 
53 Sega 0f America www.sega.com 

49 Sony Computer www.SCea.COM 

57 | Entertainment 

8-9 | Sony Online Entertainment | www.sonyonline.com 
4-5, 29-33 Take 2 Interactive Software www.take2games.com 
51 THO Inc. www.thg com 

22-23 Ubi Soft Entertainment www ubtsoft com 


35 YUG - PPG www interplay.com 
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Downhill Domination. Are you 
equipped for the challenge? 


Mild Language № 
Violence 


[PlayStation® ақа "Bir Vr 
Eee Amerieainc dr буен (ғала тагы 


Sack up, gentlemen. The first downhill 
mountain bike racing game for 
PlayStation.2 is here. Introducing 
Downhill Domination; where to get to 
the top you have to get to the bottom 
first. That means bombing down 
wickedly steep mountains, Busting 
tricks off 100-foot cliffs. And brawling 
your way past opponents with 
a combat system that lets you punch, 
kick and even hurl water bottles 
The prize? The latest high-tech bike 
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